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The family intermarries with Mayirbhanj, Bamra, Kalahandl, 
Bastar and Baud. The emblem of the family is the chakra 
(quoit). 

The population of the State in 1901 numbered 277,748, Tux 
composed chiefly of the agricultural classes. The most common "*°?™™ 
Hindu castes are Brahmans, Mahantis, Rajputs, Agarias, and 
Kaltuyas (or Kolthas). The aboriginal tribes are the Gonds, 
Khonds and Binjhals (Binjhwars). The population is classified 
as follows :—Hindus—males, 113,110; females, 115,985 ; total 
229,095, i.-, 82°35 per cent. of the total population; proportion 
of males in total Hindu population is 49°4 per cent. Musalmans— 
males, 296; femalos, 216; total, 512, se., 0°18 per cent. of the 
total population ; proportion of males in total Musalman popula- 
tion is 57°8 por cent. Animiste—males, 22,991 ; femalos, 24,976 ; 
total 47,967, e., 17°3 per cent. of the total population ; proportion 
of males in total Animist population is 47-9 per cont. Christians— 
males, 71 ; females, 71; total 142. Juins—males, 20; females, 12; 
total 32. The number of persons able to read and write is 5,142 
or 1:9 per cent. of the total population. The State contains 1,850 
villages which may bo classified as follows:—1,773 villages with 
leas than 500 inhabitants; 69 with from 500 to 1,000 inhabitants; 
7 with from 1,000 to 2,000 inhabitants and I with from 2,000 to 
5,000 inhabitan‘s. Averages—villages por square milo, 0°77; 
persons per village, 150; houses per villago, 29°5; houses per 
square mile, 22°7 ; persons per house, 5°09. The density of popu- 
lation is 116 persons per square mile. 

Of the earliest inhabitants of Patn& the aboriginal tribes of 
Binjhals (who are said to have come from the Nilgiris in Madras) 
and of Savars, appear to be the oldest and to have proceded the 
Khonds. The original home of the Khonds is said to have been 
in the hill tracts of Baud and Kimodi, and the order in which the 
successive Khond tribes travelled east and northward and the 
chief places they traversed on their route through the north-east 
of Kalahandi in their migration towards Patna are still mentioned 
in their ancient lore. The first immigration of the Khonds into 
Patna is said to have occurred during the period of the Ganga- 
bansi Rajas, and to have continued late into the period of the 
Oheuhan family. And the fact that some of the present leading 
Khond families in Patna still intermarry in Baud and in the 
tracts said to have been traversed by the Khonds in the course 
of their movement eastwards, gives colour to their version of the 
events connected with their early immigration. The Khonds 
now found in the Patna State have assimilated themselves in 
many ways to their Hindu brethren. They heve teken largely 
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to regular cultivation though at the same time they continue like 
all the people of these parts to practise dahi cultivation. They 
have adopted the Oriya language and do not take water from or 
intermarry with their wilder brethren living in the hill traots of 
Kalahandi and the neighbouring regions. 

The Baptist Missionary Society has a sub-station at 
Loisingha: the mission was started in 1893. The mission in 
1907 had one assistant missionary and one evangelist at work: 
the mission employs 12 school-mastors in charge of day and 
Sunday schools and the number of scholars attending m 1907 
was 234: the total Christian community of the mission numbers 
1,371 souls with 350 church members: the work at present is 
almost entirely confined to the Ganda caste 

The country in the cultivated area ig healthy and the people 
suffer as a rule from only the ordinary ailments. The forest tracts 
are feverieh and malarial fever is common: the original settlers, 
however, are sturdy and robust and fever makes no great inroads 
upon them. ‘he old headquarters of the State at Patnagarh are 
notoriously unhealthy, but this is due to the presence of a large 
number of abandoned tanks, which are stagnant and with no 
drainaye. There is a fine dispensary at headquarters with excel- 
lent accommodation for malos and females and a separate ward for 
low caste patients. The institution is in charge of an Assistant 
Surgeon and Civil Ilospital Assistant and is well found with 
surgical instruments and medicines: in 1907-48 the number of 
patients treated was 25,819 and the daily average attendance was 
144°8, Tho State is subject to periodical visitations of cholera. 
Of late years small-pox has been alinost unknown in the State: 
this has been due to the energetic and univorsal system of 
vaccination and re-vaccination practised in the State : vaccination 
is entirely free and is supervised by an Inspector: in 1907-08 the 
number of primary vaorinations was 11,932 and of re-vaccina- 
tions, 21,045. 

The best cultivation of the State is found in the northern 
portion of the State, part of the Agalpur zamindari, and to the 
east and west of the main road from the Sambalpur district : from 
Bolangir, the headquarters, southwards the country is largely 
broken by undulating forest land, for the most part unsuitable 
for cultivation, but here and there in this tract considerable areas 
of very fertile lands and prosperous villages are met with. The 
principal crop is rice: cil-seeds, pulses, sugarcane and cotton are, 
however, gtown to a considerable extent and very rich crops of ti 
(sesamum) are raised. In many villages good tanks and embank- 
ments exist; the fields are terraced and the country readily lends 
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iteelf to irrigation. The cultivation practised is, however, not of 
a high order and the wasteful system of déhi or jhuming ir 
practised to s considerable extent. There is no experimental 
farm in the State and nothing has been done to introduce new 
crope or improve the quality of seed grain. The soils are olassi- Kinds 
fied as follows :—(1) Khaid—Hard white olay, sometimes alts 
mixed with lime concrete. It varies as follows:—(a) Chdndi 
khalid.—White in oolour and very hard. (6) Gut khalia.—A 
white, hard and saline clay. (c) Gengti khaitd.— White and hard, 
mixed with lime-stone. (d¢) Ordinary #hahd —Or agricultural 
clay. (2) Baha.—Sandy soil. If it is mixed with olay it 
is called pandakapsthia. It is a good rice soil. (8) Badmatta or 
kanhar.—Black cotton soil. Intho Khondan tracts (the southern 
area of the State inhabited mostly by the Khonds) it is called 
malawd. (4) Pankua or kachharté ~Low lying land on the 
banks of rivers. (5) Augud:d —Gritty soil. 

The classification of the laud for assessment is as follows :-— Land 
(1) At.—The high land which is dependont entirely on the ieee 
rainfall for its moisture, (2) Afa/.--Embanked land lying high 
on a slope. (3) Bernd.— Land lying along the main surface 
drainage and embanked. (4) Hahal.~The low lying land on 
the main surface drainage and embanked. When these four 
classes of land are situated beneath a tank they are known as 
irrigated dt, mal, berid and bahal. (5) Khdrt.—Manured land 
round the village site, and which receives the village drainage, 
(6) Barchhd.—Sugarcane land. ‘Ihese plots are generally 
prepared on df or md/ lands, and are irrigated from wells. The 
plot is alternately sown with cane and pulses or wheat occa- 
sionally (7) Hdrt.—Plots attached to the house and fenoed in. 

The various kinds of rice, pulses, oil-seeds and vegetables Rice, 
grown in the State are:—(1) At ahdn, of which the following 
varieties are grown :—(!) Sivdbhog, (*) Pandernudkhdi, (°) Bhudo- 
shingeri, (4 Satka, (5) Saria, (*) Sankra, (°) Dhobh or chaulimenjo, 
(8) Kalecht, (°) Palsdphul, 0°) Rurdiplul, (") Sukundthdia and 
(9) Ran: or Lakshmikayal, Vhese ripen in the months of 
Bhadraba and Dashari (September). (2) Mal dhdn the varieties 
grown being, () Hadkusma, (*) Karni, (3) Hiranjhutei, 
(4) Dahikharkusti, (°) Sdntento, (8) Malpathri, (?) Tambdia, 
(*) Déhipwaina, (°) Dahichitri, 2°) Jhuler, (8) Kankrid, 2) Sankeari 
and (3) Biramoni. These ripen between Dashar& and Karttik 
(October). (8) Bernd dhan, this consists of the following varie- 
ties:—-(!) Dudhkhadikd, (2) Kalikuyi, (2) Banko, (*) Raisins, 
(*°) Kankria, (°) Phuler and (’) Sudthunti. These ripen in the 
month of Kartik (November), (4) Ha/da/ dhdn, there are 
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27 varieties known in 'the State, viz:—() Baéraj, (7) Batdyardj, 
@) Pathri, (*) Buknibhog, (') Raghusti, (*) Goindi, (") Réjgoindi, 
(") Makarkam, (°) Nunidpén, (0°) Maharaji, (1) Chindmai, (2) 
Jhiliparagi, (8) Sundpan, (4) Samudrabak, (") Krishnakald, 
(% Radhaballav, (") Tulsikantht, (8) Ratanchuri, (!*) Hunda, (®) 
Sagardhuli, (2) Matia, (2) Julchingri, (2) Tentulia, (2+) Badkhar- 
kuili, (%) Haldigundi, (") Chardiguri and (2") Agmachhi. 'These 
ripen in the month of December. The four kinds of paddy (rice) 
represent 58 per cent. of the total eropped area of the State. The 
paddy is mostly sown broadcast, and the sowings are known as 
(a) Kharadi which takes place before the break of the monsoon ; 
(b) Batré, just after the rains have broken; (c) Achhkrd or gard, 
this is the latest sowing. The seod which has previously been 
steeped in water and germinated, is sown broadcast. When the 
paddy sown broadcast is about six inches high, the land is again 
ploughed, this operation is known as bihuda. A certain quantity 
of dhdn is also grown from transplanted seedlings. 

(5) Inferior kinds of cereals (millets) consisting of (!) Gul, 
(@) Jhari, (8) Kodo, (4) Mandid, (') Kango, (°) Jowdr and (’) 
Makai, Theso cover 4 per cont. of the cropped area and ripen in 
August and September. 

(6) () Birhi, (2) Hulthi, both sown in August and September, 
and ripen in December; (*) Avaya, sown « little later than the 
sowing of dirht and ku/thi and ripens in December; (4) Arhar, 
sown in June, and ripens in February; (°) Gram, this crop is 
sown very sparingly (it is sown in September), and ripens in 
February. 

(7) Ootton covers 24 per cont. of the cropped area, and is 
sown in June and ripens in December. 

These orops, numbers 5 to 7, cover 12 per cent. of the cropped 


area, 

(8) (!) Ti? (Sesamum) sown in July, and ripens in December; 
(*) Castor oil-eeed sown in September, and ripens in March. 
These two orops cover 21 per cent. of the cropped area. 

(9) Sugarcane is but little grown in this State. It ocoupies 

per cent. of the cropped area. 

(10) () Bhends, (2) Sarw (arcideal), °) Xakwdi (cucumber), 
(*) Kakhdrw (pumpkin), (°) Barbati (cow-gram), (°) Jani (Lafia 
aoutangula), (’) Law (bottle gourd), (*) Baigun (brinjal); these 
tipen in autumn: (°) Semi (beans), (!°) Kandamu} (sweet potato), 
©) Onion, ('2) Garlic, (8) Chillies, () Dhanta (coriander-seed) 
and ("*) Bhayisag (potherbs) ; these ripen in winter. Vegetables 
ere fow in number and oover only shout { per cent. of the whole 
cropped area and are sown in the gardens of the houses. 
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The State is liable to famine, of which the most disastrous on Naronax 
record is that of 1900. The southern and western areas of [AMT 
the State are especially liable to suffer on any untimely distri. * 
bution or early cessation of the rains : these tracts are inhabited 
for the most part by aboriginals, the Khonds to the south 
in the Kondhan and the Binjhals to the west, in the area 
known as Binjhalty. These aboriginal races are very in- 
different cultivators and make no attempt to seoure regular 
crops by constracting irrigation dams and reservoirs. Even in 
ordinary years they are extremely indifferent to their cultivation 
preferring to live very largely on forest products of fruits and 
roots and the pursuit of the chase. The northern and eastern aroa 
of the State is however fairly protected from any entire failure 
of the crops : the people of this part are skilled agrioulturists and 
most of the villages possess dams and tanks for irrigation. The 
greater degree of protoction enjoyed by the north-eastern area 
was markedly shown in the famine of 1900, when, though there 
was practically o cessation of the rains from August, the people 
of thie part were able by irrigation to harvest a 4 per cent. crop 
and the Khonds and Binjhals to the south and south-east only 
harvested a 30 per cont. crop. The great factor is the even 
distribution of the rainfall: in 1896 the rainfall 54°65 inches 
was in oxcess of the average, but there was a prolonged cessation 
after the sowings with the result that the rice did not germinate 
properly. Inthe following year 1897 there was considerable 
scarcity in the State, but no actual famine amongst the people of 
the State. There was however aonto distross in some of the 
neighbouring States and a large influx of pouple in search of 
work invaded the State. Relief works wore socordingly opened 
at the headquarters and private enterprise amongst the rich 
oultivators provided work for others by embanking fields and 
improving tanks. The State was however visited in this year 
(1897) by a very severo outbreak of cholera, which raged with 
great virulence, especially amongst the refugees who had fled to 
the State for employment and subsistence. 

In 1899-1900 the rainfall was 7 inches below the average, 
but would readily have sufficed for the crops, but for its 
unfavourable distribution Over 5 inches fell between March and 
May and was very useful for preparing the lands for the coming 
rioe crop. The rains were favourable to the end of July, when 
they came practically to a cessation, except for small fall in 
the early of August, with a few scanty falls to the middle 
of September, when the rains ceased entirely. The crops yielded 
a 65 per cent harvest in the northern and eastern areas of the 
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State and 80 per cent. in the south and west : in the latter areas 
affairs were partially improved by the fact that the Khonds and 
Binjhals had reaped good millet crops of Gulji, Mandia and 
Sawa, By the end of September prices of food grains hed 
risen largely and people began to wander over the State in panic, 
there being no reserve of stocks at command. In the middle of 
August rice was selling at 24 seers per rupee, but in September 
had risen to 20 seers and continued rising steadily to November : 
for the next three months prices remained stationary, but from 
February onwards again rose rapidly, reaching in July 5 seers 
per rupee. ‘I'he position was rendered the more difficult by the 
almost ontire absence of any reserve stooks: the year 1896-97 
had been one of shortage and though the two succeeding years 
were good the people had sold off their surplus to make good 
their needs of former yoars : communications were defective and 
when the rainy season set in it was almost impossible to import 
rice except at prohibitive rates : the famine relief kitchens were 
kept supplied with groat difficulty hy importing from Kharagpur. 
A considerable import of mdndid however was obtainable from 
Ganjam and all classes alike were compelled to subsist on this 
to a great extent. The mahud crop, which is of enormous value, 
especially to the aboriginal races, who form 3d per cent. of the 
population, was a failure, but ihe mango crop was fortunately a 
bumpor one. A test work was opened soon after tho close of the 
monsoon, but did not attract workers. It was not till March 
that people regularly came to the relief works, all of which 
took the form of tank excavations : the rate paid was a moderate 
one, Re. 0-3-2 per 100 cubic feet and was raised to Ke. 0-4-9 with 
the rise in prices. Besides State relief works others were opened 
by private enterprise and much assistance was thus rendered. 
One of the groat difficulties to cope with was rendering relief 
to the aboriginal races whom nothing would induce to take to 
regular spade and pick work. Kitchens, seventeea in number, 
were accordingly opened, the largest number of persons relieved 
on any one day ut the kitchens being 6,980 The Indian Famine 
Charitable Reliof Fund gave Re. 10,000, which was expended on 
iding seed grains, Hs. 6,505 were given as taocavi, Hs. 3,210 
revenue, and Rs. 2,500 furest revenue were suspended and 

Rs. 21,094 were spent on State kitchens and relief works, 
excluding the same spent by the zamindars and private persons. 
The noxt difficulty which faced the State authorities was the greatly 
teatrioted area sown in the ensuing year 1901. In March of that 
year distros: again developed m the Kondhan and Binjhalty : 
accordingly Ra. 8,833 land revenue were suspended, Res, 14,676 
were given as tecoavi and kitchens were kept open from Apel 
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to September in these areas: the taccavi was given on the spot 
and at the rigit time and by the year 1902 the area sown had 
reached the normal. In the year [902 it was found necessary to 
remit Rs 2,398 of land revenue and Ra. 9,000 were agam given 
ont en taccavi in the Kondhan and Binjhalty areas: the result 
wes the rapid restoration to normal condilions in these parts, 
This disastrous famine was aftended by a serious outbreak of 
crime : grain shops were lovted and dacvity broke out and it 
was nenessary for Government to depute a Pelico Inspector to 
organise the police force of the Stute. Smuall-pox and cholera 
_ Taged with terrible virulence during the famine your of 1900; 

the detenorated condition of the people rendured them ready 
victims to these diseuses: thy registered number of deaths in 1900 
was 42,154 against 8,022 in the preceding your, giving an average 
ratio of 127 per mille per annum : the birth rate fell from 15,858 
in 1899 to 8,233 in 1900, and the total population showed a 
decline of 16 pei cont. fhe mortality amongst cattle was very 
high from rinderpest and foot and mouth diseuse: water was 
scarce and the extensive grazing lands were parched: the 
greatest mortality however ensued after the break of tho rains 
when the half starved avimals were allowed to feed to repletion 
on the new and abundant vegetation: the Gandas and Doms 
slaughtered a large numbor of cattle fur food and orime of this 
type was rife. Measures have now been taker to be proporly 
prepared for famine : schemes of famine works have been decided 
upon and an expert Surveyor has beon engaged to draw up the 
plans and estimate for immediate use when necossary : several 
of these are preventive works which will be gradually taken up, 
Tho Chief has started a spvoial femine fund as a reserve. The 
Patna State not being traversed by auy large river is not subject 
to disastrous floods. 

The average rates of assessment per uoro for ist, 2nd and pawns, 
3rd class rice lands are Re. §-(0-9, Re, 0-9-7 and Re. 0-4-7 waens 
respectively ; the assessment is thus very light; for 4¢ or uplands, Oaks 
the average rate is lie. 0-1-0 per acre The rate of assessment 
for barchhd land, whero sugarcane 1s apecially grown, varies from 
Re. 1-4 to Rs, 3-12 per acre. 

The field labourers are here called yuti or Aula and are 
generally hired for the year. They get for food two to three 
khandia (1 maund to i maund 20 seers) of unhuaked rice per 
meneem, At the end of the year, they also receive six to twelve 
khandis (3 maunds to 6 maunds) of didn (unhusked rice) with 
two dloths worth about 12 annas. Where sugarcane is cultivated, 
the sugarcane grown on one patti is allowed to every guts; the 
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value of this is about Rs. 2. Likewise one khandi (20 scers) of 
dhan (unhusked rice) yielding about a purug (4 maunds) of 
unhusked rice and one fdmbi (1 seer 4 chitacks) of pulse and 
és} (sesamum) are sown for each guti, who is also given grai 
at the time of harvest for the work of threshing at the following 
tates :—For dhdn, 10 tambis (10 seers) if he thrashes 20 khandés 
(10 maunds). For pulse and other crops, only as much as he 
requires for one day’s food. The more skilful labourer or head 
guti (khamdri) gets 16 khandis (8 maunds) instead of 12 in a 
lump at the end of a year and enjoys other privilege, A 
stipulation is often made that the gutiis to be lent from Re. 4 
to Rs, 20 a year without interest, provided he does not throw up 
his situation until he repays the money. Thies loan is termed in 
this State as “ Bahabandha ” 

The lads employed for grazing cattle or other oultivating 
business are called Awthia. They are supplied with food and 
aloths, and at the end of the year dsaén (unhusked rice) from four 
to eight Ahandiy (2 tc 4 maunds) is given to them. 

Besides, daily labourers are often hired in gangs to 
work in the fields for weeding, sowing and ploughing at 
two tdambis (2 seers) and for transplanting at 3 fdmbis (3 seers) 
of unhusked rice daily per head. ‘hese labourers are called 
Bhutidrs, In the Hhondén tracts the Khonds hire labourers at a 
low rate giving them requisite food in their houses and paying 
them a lump sum of lis, 4 in cash in the year and three pieces of 
cloth only. During late years the average rate of daily wages of 
ordinary ooolies was 2 annas for males and 1 anna and 8 piesa for 
females: and the average rate of daily wages of mechanics was: 
superior mason, 14 annas, common mason, 8 annas; superior 
carpenter, Re. 1, oommon carpenter, 10 annas; superior blaok- 
smith, 10 annas, common blacksmith, 6 anna’, The principal food 
grain of the State is rice and mega is the principal kind of pulse 
in use. During the period of 12 years from 1896 to 1907 the 
average price of rice per rupee was 24 7, seers at harvest time 
and 163 seers during the later part of the year: the average 
price of salt from 1896 10 1905 was nine seers per rupee, but 
since 1906 it has fallen to 14 seers per rupee: the average price 
of mage haa been 14} seers per rupee, of kuddi, 25} scare and 
of birhi, 14} soors. 

The osoypation of the people of the State is mostly agri- 


sasrows. ogltural, 57 pex cent. of the total population being agriculturists 
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om the ineome derived by smelting iron and making iron inatru- 
wents, Thare is no manufacture in the State worth notion; 
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weaving of dhuris, newar, etc., with the fly-shuttle loom is largely 
carried on in the State jail: Bhulias, Gandés and Mahar&s or 
Kuleos, who are the principal weaving classes in the State, supply 
the ordinary cloth used by the people of the State. Iron 
weapons such as axes, daggers, eto., of good quality are manu- 
factured in the Bangomunda samindast of this State. The 
principal exported articles are rishi (sesamum seed), fibres, cotton, 
rice, grain, pulses and yAi (clarified butter). Traders from 
Ganjam and Raipur come to the State to barter salt, dry fish, 
coconuts, tobacco, nabdt (raw sugar) and iron bara mainly for 
oil-seeds and rice. The other imported articles are spices, mill 
cloths, thread and kerosene oil. 

There are two excellent murramed (gravelled) and bridged M#4ns or 
roads in thu State: one from the border of the State, at Sale- astm 
bhatt@é on the Ang, to Bolangir, the headquarters, a distance of 
19 miles ; the other from Bolangir to 'Tarbha, a large mart on 
the Sonpur border: a portion of the main road from Raipur to 
Vizianagram runs through the south-westorn extremity of the 
State for afew miles, passing near Sindhekela. An unbridged 
surface road ‘J4 miles in length, runs due south to the Tel river, 
the boundary of the Kalahandi and |'utna States, starting from 
Bolangir and forms the main line of communication from 
Sambalpur to the headquarters of the Kalahandi State: there 
aro rest-houses at Salobhatta and Deogaon on this route. There 
is a good surface road from Bolangir tu Patnayarb, tho former 
headquarters of the State: a cold weather surface road with 
rough wooden trestle bridges runs from Bangomunda through 
the forest tracts on the west of the State to Agalpur. The State 
is thus provided with good communications and there are several 
fair village traoks. The now lino of rail from Kaipur to Viziana- 
gram will pass through the southern portion of the State cd 
Sindhekelé and Saintalé, on the main road from olAngir to 
Kalahandi : a branch line is projected from Saintala to Sonpur 
passing near Bolangir ‘I'he Publio Works of the State have been 
placed by the Chief under the charge of the Agency Exeoutive 
Engineer, Saembalpur, with an Overseer in direct charge : the 
State hes of recent yoars made great progress in the opening out 
of communications. There is a circuit house at headquartera, 
‘The State has been relieved of all contributions for postal service 
and there is a daily service both ways between Bolangir and 
Sambselpur; beside the post office at headquarters, there are 
letter-boxes at the school houses of all important villages. 

The main subdivisions of the State are—{1) The khdlea or yiyy 
directly adrainistered country and two estates held by relations s¥varvs- 
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of the Maharaja, viz., Jarisinghé and Agalpur. (2) Five here- 
ditary estates held chiefly by Gond Thakurs, vis, Atgaon, 
Loisinghé, Pandrani, Balbuké, and Mandal. (8) Five Binjir 
estates held by Binjhal chiefe—a warlike race of aborigines—viz., 
R&mud, Nandupala, Bhanpur, Khaprakhol, and Khuripani. (4) 
Five garhatsahis, or clusters of villages, the revenues of which 
are sot apart for the maintenance of bodies of police each under a 
garhatwa, (5) Nine Khond Mahdls, viz., Bangomunda, Bud- 
budka, Luwa, Haldi, Talgahaka, Lapher Pahar, Saintala, Tupa, 
and Upargahaka. 

Tho system of settlement prevailing before 1871 A.D. was to 
lease the villages to the highest bidder. The term of lease was 4 
years. There was nv certainty of tenure however. The ryots 
had uno rights in the land, and could be ejected at the will of and 
by the gaunt though owing to the paucity of the tenants this 
was rarely done, The rents generally continued the same 
from one lease to another, but the nazarana (or premium) 
paid by the gaontid on renewal was increased. ‘Lhe village assess- 
mont or mdlyucdrt was distributed by the gaon/ia and the tenants 
over the tenants’ (ryoti) lands. For this purpose the tenants’ 
lands were divided into a definite number of divisions locally, 
called Auria representing 16 annas, Lhayud representing 8 annas, 
bahtd, gur or sada representing 4 anuas, naitd 2 annas and /itd 1 
anna, 

These divisions took into oonsideration the position and 
produce, and were therefore not of the same size. They existed 
everywhere, and it was not difficult 1o apportion the rents when 
they had to be revised The nazardnu paid by the gaontia was 
recovered in part from the tenants according to their holdings. 
The gaon/tad managed to enjoy the rents of such lands as 
were temporarily deserted or new lands broken up and settled, 
He enjoyed all his bhoyra, service lands, froe in return for the 
nusardna paid by him, The tenant did not know how much was 
legally payable by him, but had to take the word of the gavntsa 
for it and the guontid could thus collect more than he paid to 
the Chief for Aarchdud or payment in kind from his ryots, this 
being another source of profit to him. In addition « large 
number of miscellaneous cesses had to be paid. For every 15 or 
30 villages .a ‘endakar was appointed whose business was supposed 
to be to keep the peace in these villages. He, however, made a 
regular source of profit out of all the crimes of the area. 

On the occasion of a marriage in the Chief’s family a contri- 
bution called Aaiditn pati was levied on all the villages, to cover 
the expenses of the marriage. Contributions seem aleo to have 
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bean levied for the purchase of horses and elephants and,on visits 
of oaremony. As money was required for expenses, the Chiefs 
issued orders from time to time in writing upon gaondids to pay 
the bearer a certain sum. The order was complied with and 
the paper kept as a voucher to support the payment. 

The toial collections on sccount of land revenue and cessor 
just, before the beginning of the British administration amounted 
to (a) land revenue, Rs. 5,792, (6) cash cesses and dues, Rs, 1,479 
and (c) payments in hind, consisting of rice, urid, y/i (clarified 
butter), oil, goats and cloth 

The tenant lent tv his yaont:4 the services of all his ploughs 
for work for a day and 2 labourers with sickles for a day. 
This practice continues now. When the guonfids sent their 
karchaul (payment of rice in kind) to the Chief the cartmen 
were detained for a dey or two to bring firewood, timber and 
grass for the use of the Chief, the annual repairs of his houses 
and those of his servants. Tle tenants wee bound to do any 
other leyar (free labour) required of them. 

When the State came under Lritish adinivistration in 1871 Settlement 
a new settlement was made. There was a summary enquiry 187 
and leases were given to the guontidx and kabuliyats taken from 
them. The cesses were abolished and the demands amalgamated 
with the rent. The instalments continued the same aa before, 
vis, payable on Asidh Virnima (15th July), Karttik Pirnima 
(1ith November), and Fagun Piirnima (14th March). For 
instance a village which had to pay Rs. 207-3 revenue and 
404 pastmas (97-+ maunds) of rice under the old lease beside yht, 
(clarified butter), oil, a goat, ctc., under the loase of 1871 was 
assessed at Rs. 400 without any payment in kind. This 
settlement was made for 5 years from 1871 to 1875. In 1872 a 
schovl cess was imposed. Under the new settlement the total 
demand was lis. 22,200 land revenue and Rs. 1,471 school cess, 
The land revenue and the rental demand continued to be identi- 
oal, the gaontia enjoying his bhoyrd lands rent-free und appro- 
priating the rents of the new tenants or new lands. The total 
demand included payments from zamindars, 

The rent settlement made in 1876 was also for 5 years and gettioment 
was also a summary one. Captain Bowie, Deputy Commissioner, of 1876. 
Sambalpur, who made the former settlement, had however now 
obtained a fuller knowledge of the people and the country. This 
settlement was, therefore, made on fuller data. It had been 
found in the Kondhan (tracts held by the Khonds) that cultivation 
had at lesst doubled everywhere, that the wmréks (Khond chiefs) 
and heads of villages had been obtaining more than double their 
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former rovenue from the tenants, In the northern part of the 
State the case of each village was considered separately and 
separate information had been collected with regard to each 
village. The total demand rose to Re, 37,398 and Ra. 2,190 
school cess. 

In thie settlement as before the gaontias and the tenants 
were left to themselves to apportion the increased demand in 
the same way that they would have done if the enhancement 
had been levied in the old form of a demand made in the shape 
of nasarana. 

A fresh settlement was made in 1885 by Mr. Berry and 
the question of the nasardna and chhirol lands were dealt 
with. The lump payment of nazaréna had become a hard- 
ship tothe gaontié who was usually compelled to borrow in 
order to meet his obligation to the State. Thase objections were 
met by assessing the bhogrd to an annual payment: the assess- 
ment made in no oase exceeded more than one-half its rent value 
at rates paid hy the lands of tenants. ChAirol lands were taken 
to include (a2) Land newly broken up by the gaontia and leased 
{oa tenant, the rent being enjoyed by the gaontid, (b) lands 
brought under oultivation by tenants and enjoyed by them 
rent-free for three years and subsequently paying rent to the 
gaontra, (c) land formerly ryoti, abandoned by a tenant and 
cultivated for a time by the gaontid and again leased by him. 
The chhtrol lands were aasessod at a lenient rate as the ansess- 
mont was an innovation. 

The next settlement was made in 1895-06. This was made 
for the whole of the State except the Kondhan tract, where 
though the papors were ready the announcement was postponed 
owing to the approach of famine 

The better oultivated areas of the State, Aungar, Sarandé and 
Patnagarh were regularly surveyed by planetable. In the western 
portion of the State called Binjhalty where there were practically 
only patches of cultivation in the midst of jungle, the survey was 
on the masdhat system which found the area of a field in a rough 
and ready manner by teking its length and average breadth. The 
other details of settlement were those adopted in the British 
districts of the Central Provinces : maps were prepared, the khasrd 
was written and from it the yymdéband:. The soil was divided 
according to position into a/ or high land. md/ or high embanked 
land, bernd or low land and JaAa/ the lowest lying land where 
the water-supply was never deficiant. Those classe were again 
subdivided into manured, irrigated and ordinary. Dednced rents 
were then celoulated by means of soil factors .and unit. mbes 
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and the revised renta wore fixed with reference to these deduced 
rents. The condition of the village was also taken into considera- 
tion. The system of the remuneration of the gaontid was 
changed. The yaontids were given a drawback of 20 per oant. 
and in some cases more, of the whole village assets, and the 
gaontiad was supposed to assign land to the village servants for 
their remuneration. Tribal heads, such as wmrdhs, eto., received 
& remuneration in oash : the State taking from 50 per cent. to 65 
per cent, of the assets: the gaontid paying the umrahk 80 per 
cent. ; the difference between these two items representing the 
remuneration of the wumrah. 

The demands of the settlements of 1895-96 amounted to 
Rs. 76,900, as land revenue against the demand of Rs. 62,500 in 
1895. 

No nasardna or premium on leasing s village is now levied as 
formerly. No begdri or dethi (free labour) is recognised in the 
khdlsa portion of the State, but when any important officer goes 
on tour in the State, the tenants give one cooly per house to do any 
necessary State work. The ganda and ykankar (village watchmen) Village 
cannot as formerly be ejected by a aontid at his will, The narisa *™"™ 
or water bearer as before enjoys rent-free land. The lands taken 
up by these village servants now form part of tho -{rent-free 
land (hoyrd) allowed to the gaonfia. There was also formerly the 
village negi. Ile enjoyed a plot of land rent-free and was 
the gaonfia’s assistant in the village management. He helped 
to collect rents, reosive and attend to State servants visiting 
the village. The negé has ceased to be a recognised servant. The 
village potter still oxists in many villages and supplios pots for 
the gaontia’s use and for that of the visitors to the village in 
return for rent-free land. He, too, bas no official recognition 
now. In addition to the land enjoyed by the ganda and shankar 
rent-free, they reooive paddy (unhuaked rice) from cach tenant 
at harvest time. 

The LoisinghA zamindari originated out of a service Zemia- 
grant, and assumed its present size by encroachients in alia 
former times upon the kid/sa or area directly in possession 
of the Chief. Atgaon and Bangomunda are tenures of long 
standing. The oontrol of the police in the samindaris 
was formerly in the hands of the saminddém, but wae taken 
away from them in 1896. The settlements thst these samin- 
dare meke with their gaontids sre of a summary nature for 
five years generally. Upon the income derived by the samin- 
davs, takoi (tribute) is sascessed which is revised from time to 
time. 
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Up till the settlement of 1885 the szamindars managed their 
own police, In the settlement of 1895 they were relieved of this 
duty and the charges on scoount of the polico were recovered 
from them. 

The Agalpur maintenance grant was made by Mahéraja 
Bhiip4l Deva on his death-bed for the maintenance of bis sons by 
his seoond wife. The Jardsingha maintcnance grant has changed 
hands from time tolime being meant for the use of the brother of 
the Chief, holding the gud:. ‘There are babudn mafis for the 
relations of the Raj family, chdkran majfis for servants, debottar 
and brahmotiar mafix for temples, gods and Brihmaus. There 
are no grents of recent date to Brahmans or temples. 

In the 1895 settlement enhancements were made as required 
1 each oase and the prants to the Brahmans|were asseased to 
partial revenue according to the merits of each case. 

Thero used to be a pdthi tax levied upon professions. 
‘the Kewat, Kumbhar, Mali, Teli, Ganda, Bhulia and Sundhi 
castes were ossossed to that tax. It was abolished in 1890 and 
the pandart tax or tax on incomes introduved in its stead. 

The main featuros of the rules regulating the revenue 
administration of the State are that a guon/id cannot sublet, 
iransfor or mortgage his village Gaontids of long standing, 
who have been in possession of the same village for 20 years or 
more, cr who have effected 1eal improvements in their villages, 
sre given protected status, entitling them to the right of renewal 
at the next settlement. The gcontia cannot subdivide his biegra 
lands, he may allow tenants to cultivate them, but no rights 
can be obtained in them by the tenant and all encumbrances 
on them cease, when a new gaonlid obtains the village. Tenants 
cannot transfer their holdings by sale, lease or mortgage. 
The settlement prepared for the Kondhan in 1895 and which 
was postponed owing to famine and a cerios of bad hervests has 
been revised, brought up to date and recently announced. 

The relations between the State and the British Govern- 
ment are regulated by the saad of 1867, The State pays a 
tribute of Ra 13,000, which is liable to revision and was laat 
assessed in 1909 for 30 years. The Chief is invested with full 
criminal jurisdiction, except that capital sentences have to be 
referred to the Commissioner of the Division for confirmation. 
Under the sanad the Chiof is bound to follow the advice of the 
officer duly invested with authority by Government. No import 
or export duties oan be levied and the Chief is bound to 
gonduct his excise administration 20 as not to interfere with the 


excise arrangements of the neighbouring districts of British 
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India. The Ohief conducts the administration of the State 
with the assistance of a Diwdn, The State for various causes 
has from time to time come under the administration of 
Government and the administration has been developed in all 
departments. Tho Diwdn is the chief executive officer of the State 
with powers equivalent to those of a Deputy Commissioner and 
also exercises the powers of a Sessions and District Judge : appeals 
from his orders lie to the Chief: the Diwan hears appeals from 
subordinate officers. There 18 a Zwhsildar and Nait Taheildar, 
revenue officers, exercising also judicial powers : the Chief's eldest 
son exercises powers of a District Magistrate and there is also 
an Honorary Magistrate at headquarters: certain of the zamindaére 
also exercise the powers of Honorary Magistrates. ‘There is a 
Settlement Officer and a complete settlement staff : the settlement 
records are kept up to dateon the system followed in the Central 
Provinces, The income of the Btate in 1907-08 amounted to 
Rs, 2,29,378, of which the land revenue and zamindari takol Finances. 
amounted to Rs. 77,544. 

No rales were enforced before 1889 for forest cone Forent 
servancy, ‘Ihe right to collect lnc and minor forest produce was Minko 
leased from year to year from 1871. The first rules for forest 
conservancy were introduced in 1889. Oertain forests were 
reserved. Timber was divided into 3 classes. The first was the 
more valuable and reserved class The second could be removed 
on payment of a nis/dr or license fee, 1 nominal sum, for the pri- 
vate personal use of the tenants. Similarly the zamindirs were 
allowed to remove from their zamindar foresta timber and fire. 
wood for the nse of themselves and their tenants, but were 
forbidden to sell timber: these rules are still in foroe. The rules 
referred to the fees chargeable for the various classes of timber 
and the rate of commutation fee to be charged to cultivating and 
non-cultivating classes of the Stste for the right to take second 
class timber from the forests. No restriction was placed on the 
removal of third class timber. Tho forests were thon divided 
into—(a) Patna State Ahd?sa, (4) maly zdri torests, te, forests 
included within the area of the villages and (r) zamindari 
forests. 

As regards the second class or the village jungles, the people 
are allowed the free use of the timber and jungle products, with 
the exception of first and second class timber, and such items as 
resin, cocoons, skins and palm juice. They pay # commutation 
fee of 4 annas per plough, however, to take sooond class timber 
from the State forests First clase timber has of course to be 
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The ares of State forests, which in the settlement wore 
demarcated from village forests, is 159 equare miles, divided into 23 
blocks: they have been demarcated, closed to grazing and cutting, 
except on license, and fire lines are now being out. A trained 
Forester has recently been appointed with a regular staff 
under him and the administration of the forests on regular lines 
is to be taken up. In 1907-08 the income under this head was 
Ra, 24,519. 

An excise Darogd isin charge of the collection of excise 
revenue, but there is no regular excise staff and detection of 
smuggling and illicit distilling is left to the police force: in 
former years no check was placed on the number of outstills and 
shops and the system followed was to lease out a central outetill 
with a number of shops attached: during the last three years 
successful endeavours have been made to reduce the large number 
of shops scattered over the State and to approximate to a standard 
of one shop for every 30 square miles: considerable reductions 
have been effected, followed by « substantial increase in revenue: 
amongst the Khonds, it is, however, a difficult matter to reduce 
the number of shops, as the outstill is a regular village institu- 
tion. The zamindars enjoy their own excise revenue as regards 
country liquor and make their own excise settlement, which 
both in the 4Adéea and zamindari areas are made by public auction. 
The State obtains its supply of opium from the Sambalpur Trea- 
sury. As regards gdnja the State obtains Khandwaé ganja from 
Niméar. 

The brewing of Ausna, Adndia or packwas (rice beer) is not 
allowed even on licenso. The Khonds formerly used to brew 
mahua liquor in their houses, but this has been stopped. In 
1907-08 the excise revenue amounted to Rs. 36,032. 

The total number of oivil suits for disposal in 1907-08 
was 785 out of which 66 per cent. were below Rs. 50 in 
value, 

In former years outbreaks of violent orime were not un- 
common and the serious outburst of dacoity in 1899 lead to the 
appointment of an officer from the British police force to hold 
charge of the State police. Of recent years the police have 
been carefully trained, organised and abuses put down and orime 
has returned to normal proportions, The police force consists of 
one Inspector, one Circle Inspector, seven Chief Constables 
40 Head-Oonstables, and 172 men, besides chaukidars (village 
watchmen) and paiks (State militia), The jail contains accom- 
modation for 124 prisoners and is a fine commodious masonry 
building of modern construction, with quarters for jailor and and 
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jail staff and warders: regular labour is exacted and the admini-~ 
stration of the jail is on modern lines, In 1907-08 the daily 
average jail population was 120-4. There is a regular Public Publte 
Works Department and the execution of public works has been WY‘ ak 
entrusted by the Chief to the Agenoy Executive Engineer: at ment, 
the headquarters there are fine public buildings: the Chief's 
residence, the courts and offices, dispensary, cirouit-houso, jail, 
schools and hustels are imposing and substantial buildings. 
Considerable attention has been given in this State to the rpvoa 
cause of education, and this is especially noticeable in the rural 70%. 
schools. The samindars and larger wmrais have built excellent 
school houses. To all the rural schools there are Committee 
members who actually meet and are useful in inducing the parents 
to send their children to school. Deshi--kasraé (country exer 
cises) is very well taught at oll the schools. At Bolangir the 
Middle English ond Middle Vernacular schools are good 
institutions and well housed with an excellent hostel attached. 
The total number of schools in the State in 1907-03 was 44, 
and the number of pupils was 4,685 ; the average percentage of 
attendance was 73 and the percentage of boys of school-going 
age at school was 9°5 and of girls, 1°6, Including the girls’ 
school at Bolangir, there were altogether 692 girls under instruo- 
tion ; in the rural schools they read with the boys. The schools 
are looked after by a qualified State Deputy Inspector. A con- 
siderable number of pupils are annually successful in passing the 
Upper and Lower Primary examinations and in the High School 
Scholarship Examination, One of the features of the educational 
system of the State are the special schools for low caste children. 
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CHAPTER ‘XX. 


—— ee 


RAIBAKHOL STATE. 


Vavsrcan Tre State of Rairakhol lies between 20° 56’ and 21° 24’ N., 
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and between 83° 59’ and 84° 53’ E. It is bounded on the north 
by Bamra State; on the east by Athmallik State and Angul 
district ; on the west by the Sambalpur AAd/sa; and on the south by 
Sonpur State. It is of irregular formation, the extreme length, 
esst and west, being some fifty miles, and the extreme breadth 
thirty miles. The total area is 883 square miles, of which some 
three-fifths are cultivated, the rest being forest and hills. 
Tho soil is light and sandy. There are sé/ (Shores robusta) 
forests in the State, and plenty of other useful timber for 
building purposes. There are no rivers; the principal streams 
are the Champali and the Tikkiré, but they are insignificant. 
The State consists of a series of low hill ranges trending to the 
valley of the Mahanadi. Here and there higher isolated ridges 
are encountered; but, exoept towards the Bamra border, there 
are no regular uplands. The country isforthe most part covered 
with forest, which in the valleys is mostly of the nature of 
scrub-jungle. The hill-sides are, however, reserved and there is 
some fine timber on them. The commonest tree is renga! or 
e@/ (Shorea robusta); there is also a oonsiderable quantity 
of kendw (ebony—Diospyros melanoxylon), byd (Pterocarpus 
Marsupium) and some sisi (Dalbergia Sissoo). In many of 
the villages regular groves of mangoes are to be met with, and 
mahud (Baasia latifolia) and chdr (Buchanania latifolia) trees 
are common. The Aarird (Terminalia chebula) or myrobalan, 
however, is comparatively scarce, and does not flourish here so 
well as in the Gangpur and Bonsai States. The valleys have all 
been cleared for rice lands, and the forests on the uplands rising 
from the valleys are oultivated as yord or uplands (here known as 
at). The area available for regular rice cultivation is small, and 
this, no doubt, accounts for the extensive cultivation of gorda or 

Between the boundaries of the different villages small 
patches of forest have been reserved. Iron ore of excellent quality 
‘is found in many places. Tho average rainfall for the six yours 
trom 1902-08 to 1907-08 was 61°5 inches. The heaiquarters of 
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the State are at Rampur situated at a distance of 42 miles from 
the town of Sambalpur. 

The State of Rairikhol is attached to the Sambalpur district, Hieron. 
It was formerly a zamindari, subordinate to Bamra, but was 
made into an independent State, and oconstituted one of the 
Garhjat cluster, by the Patnd Chiefs, about a century and a 
half ago. The Chief is by caste a Obauhin Rajput. The State 
was not at first included in the list of Feudatory States in the 
Oentral Provinces. The Ohief, however, was conspicuous for his 
loyalty in 1857, and in 1866 an adoption sanad was granted and 
in, 1867 the State was recognised as a Foudatory State by the 
British Government and received a sanad accordingly. The 
State was transferred in October 1905 from the Central Provinces 
to the Orissa Division in Bengal. The late Chief Raja Gaur 
Chandra Deva died in July 1906 and adopted the brother of the 
Chief of the Bonai State as his heir: the Ohief is a minor and the 
State accordingly is under the administration of Government. 
The emblem of the State is Sankha Padma (conch shell and lotus). 

The ‘population\in 1866 was returned at 25,000, and according rua 
to the census of 1901 it was 26,888. There has been but little *#0FEs 
increase in population, the land being poor and unsuitable for any 
large agricultural population. The non-agricultural castes are 
Brahmans, Rajputs, and Mahantis. The main agricultural castes 
are Chasis (7,188), and Dumals (1,026). The population of the 
State is classified as follows :—Hindus—males, 12,487, females, 
11,877, total 24,864 or 90°6 per cent. of the total population ; 
proportion of males in total Hindus 51:2. Musalmins—males, 
52, females, 40, total 92 or 0°84 per cent. of the total population ; 
proportion of males in total Musalmans, 56°5. Animiste—males, 
1,381, females, 1,044, total 2,425 or 9°02 per cent. of the total 
population ; proportion of males in total Animists, 569, Christian 
—nil, Sikha,7. ‘The number of persons able to read and write is 
281 or 1°05 per cent. of the total population. Averages :— 
Villages per square mile, 0°38; persons per village, 84; houses per 
square mile, 6°7; houses per village, 17:0; persons per house, 5. 
The State contains 319 villages which are classified as follows:— 
816 with less than five hundred inhabitants, 2 with from five 
hundred to one thousand inhabitants, and one with from one 
thousand to two thousend inhabitants. : 

This is the most sparsely populated State, except Bonai, 
amongst the States of Orissa, there being only 82 persons to the 
square mile. 

There is « sprinkling of the cloth-manufacturing and artisan 
classe, chiefly ixon-smelters ond manufacturers of iron 
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implements. The principal castes are Gonds (2,653), Gandas 
(2,828), Sudhas (2,199), Khonds (1,757), Rauts (1,633), and Kudis 
(1,888). Of these, Sndhas are amongst the wildest of the 
inhabitants of this State ; they fell the forest on the hill-sides and 
burn it (dafé cultivation); in the ashes they bury their seeds just 
at the break of the rain); they live in no regular villages, but each 
family lives separately over its own cultivation in small huts 
perched on stakes and from this coign of vantage they guard their 
erops from the ravages of wild animals. The Butka Sudhes of 
this State are a very prominent race and they are supposed to 
have played a prominent part in the history of the Rairikhol 
Btate: they have several villages allotted to them and perform 
sacrifices for the Raj family. 

The people are neturelly wild and jungly. They are a sturdy 
and well set up race. They obtain much in the way of supplies 
from the forests and eat the fruit of the kendu, chér and mahud 
trees in considerable quantities. The country is very poorly 
watered, and there is little opportunity for irrigation. The people 
are well clad in home-spun raiment. They appear to be superior 
in material condition to the poople of the Bonai State, which in 
natural features is not unlike Rair&khol, except that in the former 
State the valley of the Brahmani river where it flows through the 
State affords au area of good culturable land. Rairakhol, how- 
ever, is shut off from the Mehanadi by the State of Sonpur. The 
rental is light, and the people cultivate also large areas of uplands. 

Pusio The State being covered for the most part with dense forest, 
BxLTR «if is malarious and new settlers suffer greatly from fever: the 
regular residents of the State, howevor, are fairly healthy. The 
people are particularly averse to vaccination and outbreaks of 
amall-pox are frequent: visitations of cholera are also not uncom- 
mon. There is a dispensary at Rampur, the headquarters of the 
Btate, in charge of a Civil Hospital Assistant : there is accom- 
modation for indoor patients ; the number of patients treated in 
1907-08 was 8,845. ‘Vaccination work is performed by the State 
free of cost to the people: the work is supervised by a Vaccination 
or: Tevaccination was until recently practically unknown, 
bat the prejudice against vaccination is being gradually overcome. 
In 1907-08 the number of primary vaccinations was 662 and that 

of revacoinations, 1,999. 
Aeserz- ‘The soil is not very fertile and the State carries a mmail popu- 
"ex%, lation of only 82 persons to the square mile. Rico is the staple 
crop: pulses, cotton, oil-seeds and sugarcane are also cultivated, 
Nothing eo far has been done to improve the vasieties-ef crops 
Be, grown or to introduce new erops. The kinds of poll found in the 
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Btate ere:—(1) Bermaté—This iss soil which in ploughing is 
very adhesive, but in the hot weather quickly becomes dried 
and beked and will not retain its moisture. (2) Khalia—~A. 
greyish slippery soil which retains moisture. (8) Balid—A sandy 
soil of poor value. (4) Rugurid—This is a light sandy soil 
containing a great deal of muram or disintegrated laterite. It is 
mostly found on the upland oultivation. (5) Patharid—An 
inferior stony soil. (6) Pa/vd—This is a good olayey soil found 
mostly by the banks of streams. 

The lands have been regularly measured by the chain for 
settlement purposes and recorded in acres and decimals. The 
people, however, still speak of so many khandis of land, tw, the 
quantity of seed required for sowing the lands, a Ahkandi here 
being equal to about 20 seers. In this way a picce of land 
sown. by one ‘Aandi (20 seers) is called kiandi-hut. 

The crops grown are as follows :— 

At dhan (upland paddy) viz.: (1) Badunsabuta, (2) Sarid, (3) 
Kulia, (4) Chaulamanyi ; these are sown in the month of Ash&dha, 
te. from the 15th June and reaped in the month of Dashara, ¢.., 
from the 15th September. Guéji, rendo, and kdmgosudn are 
also grown on 4¢ land and sown in the beginning of the rainy- 
season, and reaped in the month of Ashwin, é.c., by the 15th 
September, 

Dhan (paddy) of inferior quality. (1) Malkanhas, (2) Baunea- 
nakhi, (3) Hiran, (4) Dholmatia, (5) Kusumapunds, (6) Kharakoili, 
(7) Champa, (8) Mankiri, (9) Ma/guths, (10) Badyardy, (11) Bania- 
konti, (12) Bathirdj, (13) Mugdhi, All these varictics are sown 
in the months of Jyaishtha and Ashadha, ‘+. in June and July, 
The sowing of dhdn (rice) during these months is known as 
kharadi sowing and batars sowing. They are reaped in the months 
of Dashara and Karttik, that is, by the 15th September. 

Dhan (paddy) of eaperior quality. (1) Sundpam, (2) Jhalakd. 
keri, (8) Chindmal, (4) Pipaibash, (5) Radsdbhog, (6) Krishnakald, 
(7) Makarkam, (8) Jhihpardgt, (9) Lakshmibhog, (10) Sagardhul, 
(11) Wégpurt, (12) Gandmal, (13) Radsdbulladh, These varieties 
are sown in the months of Jyaishtha, Ashadha and Shrabana, é.., 
in the months of June and July, and are transplanted. The 
transplantation is known as achhara. The harvest is reaped in 
the month of Margashirs, i... by the 15th November. 

Mustard seed (1) Shadoi mustard: the variety sown in the 
beginning of the month of Ashadha, #2, so soon as the rain 
falis, is called dhadoi nrustard, and is reaped in the month of 
Bhadrabs, ic. August, (2) Méghi mustard: this variety which 
is sown in the month of Bhidrabs, is., in the month of 
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August, is called mdghi; mustard being reaped in the month 
of Magh. Birhi, kultht, mtiga (pulse), bardi (pulse). Sugas- 
cane is planted in the month of Phalguna, t., in February, 
and gur (molasses) is prepared in the month of Push, fe, iD 
December. 

The assessment is very light and the average rates paid per 
nore for regular rice or lowlands are, first class (baha/) Re. 1-4-6, 
second class (lernd) Re. 1-2-0, third class (mal) Re. 0-9-9: 
uplands are assessed at an average rate of Re 0-7-9, There are 
special rates for sugarcane lands (barchha), viz., Re. 3-2. The 
three divisions of lowlands are each subdivided into four classes 
according as they are favourably situated for irrigation or natur- 
ally retain the rainfell: the uplands are similarly divided into 
four classes. Uplands, on which oatch-crops are raised every 
second or third year by burning the ea ungle, pay at the rate 
of two annas per acre, 

Theo lahonring classes in this State are divided as follows :— 
(1) Gutis—These receive a monthly wage in kind and after the 
harvest they receive from 2 purugs (8 maunds) to 2 puruge 4 
khandts (10 maunds) according to the character of the harvest; 
this is known as their nistar (yearly reward) or bartan. They also 
receive three pieces of cloth annually. Their engagements date 
from Ist Migh (January-February), (2) Kuthids.—These people 
are given no monthly wage, but feed in their master’s house; they 
get as their sidr or yearly reward after the harvest from 1 purug 
(4 maunds) to 1 purug 2 khandis (5 maunds) of unhusked rice, and 
they also receive three pieces of cloth. Their duties mainly are 
to act as herdsmen and assist the gutis. They are also engaged 
from Ist Magh. (8) Kiamdéris.—This is a superior class and they 
act as head labourers or foremen in charge of the classes men- 
tioned above; they receive monthly wages in kind and a yearly 
nistar or reward of 8 purugs (12 maunds)of paddy and 4 picoss 
of cloth. 

Average wages given in late years to different kinds of work- 
men are:~—Superior mason and carpenter, 10 annas each; com- 
mon mason and carpenter, 4 annas each; superior blacksmith, 6 
annes; common bleckamith, 3 annas; and ordinary oooly, 14 
anna. There has been a steady tendency to a rise in the wages 
of superior workmen. The average price during late years of 
roe, maga, urid, kuithi and salt has been 20 seers, 12 seers, 24 
seers, 60 seers and 10 seers respectively. 

A measure called dhuti tamdi containing about 14 seer when 
rioo is measured and about ] seer when unhusked rice {dhdn) is 
meapured is ip use here, 
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The scale is as follows :— 
20 Tambis =1 Khandi (=about 20 seers) ( Paddy (unhueked 
8 Khandis=1 Purug (=about 160 seers) } rice) is measured 
by this standard. 
8 Tambis =1 Kuta (=10 seers) ; This is the measurement 
8 Kutds =1 Pastamaé (= 80 seers) for chaué (rice). 


The principal occupation of the people is agriculture. Of the oocrra- 
total population 60 per cent. live on agriculture; 30 per oent, T10Ns 
follow professions; 0°60 per cont. live on iron smelting; 0°50 i gen 
per cent. live on trade; 1 per cont. are engaged on sleeper and TBADs 
timber works and the ‘alana work as field-labourers, Stato 
servants, eto. 

There is a very considerable manufacture of iron in this State, 

Notwithstanding that iron ore is so plentiful throughout the 
Sambalpur district, this is the only part of it whore smelting 
is carried on to any extent. Hero there are some eight or ton 
villages, the inhabitants of whick are constantly thus employed. 
Traders from Cuttack come up periodically and carry off the iron 
on pack-bullocks. The State derives no income from the trade; 
the smelters used merely to give to tho State a very trifling tax 
for the right to work up the ore, but this tax has rocently been 
abolished in order to encourage the industry. It is said that the 
iron is of very good quality, and that traders make a large profit 
by its sale. The smelters receive considerable advances from 
the traders. The rearing of tusser silk cocoons in the State 
forests is a local industry, as is aleo the extraction of catechu. 
There is little or no export of food-grains from tho Stato: but 
there is a small trade in oil-seeds, forest products, and labour is 
employed in working for the sleeper contractors. The principal 
imported articles are apices, salt, tobacco and korosene oil. 

There is an excellent road from Sambalpur to Rampur, the Maawa or 

headquarters of the State, and then on to the borders of the pening 
Athmallik State. This is the main Sambalpur-Outtack road. 
There are good surface roads from Ltampur to Bamra and to the 
Sonpar border near tho Mahanadi, giving communication with 
Sonpur. The main road of the State passes across the watershed 
and is naturally of steep gradients. This road is largely used for 
the export of sleepers from the State and the neighbouring State 
of Athmallik. There is a small rest-house at Mochibéaa) on the 
road at the border of the State and the Sambalpur district and a 
good inspection bungalow is under construction at the head- 
quarters. The Imperial post plies daily between Sambalpur and 
Rampor, there being}a branch post office at Rampur, the head- 
quarters of the State. 
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The land revenue administration is similar in many respects 
to that of the Sambalpur district: the rules for the administra- 
tion of revenue affairs framed by the Qhief Commissioner of the 
Central Provinces in 1889 for the States are in force. The last 
settlement was made by the late Chief in 1905 for a period of 
ten years and the current demand is Rs. 21,354. There are no 
samindaris in the State. 

The land revenue is collected with moderation ; remission is 
granted where land has deteriorated or gone out of oultivation; 
taccavi loans under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act and Land 
Improvement Loans Act are given at 64 per cent. to struggling 
villages, and if they cannot pull round the rental is revised. ‘I'he 
cesses (dispensary and school) are assessed together at 2 annas 
per rupee of rent. The payments of étkd, a voluntary offering of 
one rupee are made on two occasions, viz., in Shrabana at the 
Rakhi Piirnimaé and in Paush. 

In this State the villages are leased out to—(l) garhatiae, 
(2) pradhans and gaontids, who aro chiefly found in the eastern 
area of the State. These have no right to mortgage or sell their 
villages; they are not ousted so long as they do,not misconduct 
themselves or fall into arrears. The bhogrd lands assigned to 
them as village headmen and collectors of the State revenue are 
lands equivalent in value to one-fifth of the total rental of the 
village. The difference between the status of the two classes is 
that the former, garhatids, do not pay tikd which the pradhdans and 
gaontias have to pay; the former, however, have to come with 
their men to guard the Ohief’s palace when he is away and 
fuynish the Chief when travelling with escorts and are the heads 
of the villages which furnish the Stato militia (patks). There 
are the usual maintenance, service and religious grants in the 
State. It is usual to assess maf (free) grants to a small éanki or 
quit-rent at each settlement until the lands are gradually 
resumed, 

The relations between the State and the British Government 
are regulated by the provision of the sanad of 1867. The State 
pays a tribute liable to revision and which in 1909 was fixed at 
Ra. 2,000 for thirty years: the State is also liable to pay nesardna 
(wucceasion fees) under the rules. The Chief has full criminal 
and civil powers, but capital sentences require confirmation by the 
Commissioner of the Orissa Division. The State is now under 
administration of Government with a Superintendent in direct 
charge under the control of the Political Agent : he is ansisted hy 
Sot ee ee ee al 
end executive officer. The edministration ig conducted to mit 
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the conditions of the people and though not on advanced limes 

it is ran on modern systems. The total estimated revenue of tho Financos, 
State in 1907-08 was lis. 69,744: excluding land revenue the 
principal sources of income are forests, from which in 1907-08 Forests. 
the revenue was ls. 27,970: sleeper operations are carried on 

by @ contractor: firewood, thatching grass, bamboos, fodA, lac, 
tusser cocoons, catechu, resin, wax and honey yield a small income. 

The tenants pay the usual commutation fee, here called wistdr, for 

the right to out third class timber for their agricultural and 
domestic needs, including sd/ for use for ploughs. The State is, 

for the most part of its area, thickly covered with forests, At one 
time apparently it oontainod a considerable quantity of valuable 

aa/; with the advance of the railway much of this has now been 

cut, and practically sleeper operations are now confined to the 
timber to be found on the hill sides, all trees fit for sleepers having 

been out away from the valleys and uplands. The value of 

the forests as a source of revenue has been recognised and a 
distinction has been made between the forests falling within 
and without the village boundaries. In tho former area the 
people can obtain wood for agrioultural and domestic purposes 

on payment of the usual nisfa loviud at 4 annas and 2 annas 
respectively on cultivators and artisans as the case may be. If 
wood is taken from the reserved aroa, the regular forest rates have 

to be paid and passes obtained aud the rates prevailing in Angul 

have been adopted. ‘Thoru is uo regular oxcise staff in the Exoise, 
State. The arrangements and conditions under which opium is 
supplied from Sambalpur are the same as in the case of the other 
Feudatory States attached to the Sambalpur district. Ganja 

is obtained from Nimir. Tho number of liquor shops in the 
State is not exovssive and only averages one to every 36 square 
miles. There is no restriction on the brewing of hdandid (rice 
beer) for home consumption. The excise revenue in the year Taxes, 
1907-08 amounted to Rs 7,192. The Aaldidn patti or marriage 

tax is levied on the ocoasion of marriages in the family 

of the Chief; there is no demand however on the occasion 

of deaths in the family. The hido lense is given out as a 
monopoly : the tenants’ interests are protected by their being y,,.,, 
allowed to keep such skins ae they need for domestic and agricul- polies. 
tural purposes: the rates fixed for payment for the hides by the 
contractor are reasonable and oattle-killing for the sake of the 

hide is rara. There was formerly » monopoly for the purchase of 
iron ; but in the interest of the industry this has been abolished. 

The number of civil suits for disposal during the year 1907-08 Civil 
was 314; theed were generally of a petty nature. Orime is light, ; 
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but effectively dealt with. There is a regular police force, con- 
sisting of 7 Head-Constables and 28 constables in charge of an 
officer from the British police force. The jail is not quite 
suitable for present requirements and is being rebuilt. There are 
good public offices and buildings at the headquarters, and the 
public works are locally in charge of a Sub-Overseer under the 
Agency Executive Engineer. 

Education is very backward in the State and endeavours are 
being made to open more schools, the number of schools in 
1907-08 being 5: in 1907-08 only 282 pupils were on the 
rolls: a separate girls’ school has recently been opened at the 
headquarters and there are signs of a growing interest among the 
better class of agriculturists in education, and during the year 
1908-09 the number of schools has increased to 13. There is a 
good school house at Rampur. A Sub-Inspector of Schoole has 
been recently appointed to promote the cause of education. The 
State enjoys the services of the Agency Inspector of Schools and 
contributes towards the cost of that officer’s establishment. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


RANPUR STATE. 


Tue State of Ranpur lies between 19° 54’ and 20° 12’ N., and Parrsica 
85° 8’ and 85° 28° E., with an area of 203 squaro miles, It is ““"*™™™ 
bounded on the north, east, and south by Puri district, and on 
the west by Nayagarh State. The south-west is a region of 
forest-clad and almost entirely uninhabited hills, which wall in 
its whole western side, except at a single point, where a pase 
leads into the adjoining State of Nayagarh. To tho north and 
east there are extensivo fertile and populous valloys. The average 
rainfall for the six yoars from 1902-03 to 1907-08 was 55°94 
inches, Tho headquarters of the State are at Ranpur. 

The Ranpur State claims to be the most ancient of all the States Hrerory. 
formerly known as the Orissa Tributary Mahals and a list of the 
Chiefs of the State covers a period of over 3,600 years. The family 
records are most interesting, and besides noticing the exploits and 
marvellous deeds of individual Ohiefs, contain references to tho 
various paramount powers ot Orissa from the early Hindu rulers to 
the Muhammadans and Marathas, but their authenticity is 
doubtful. Aocoording to the family history of this State, 
Biswabasu and Biswabasab, two brothers of the Benu Raj 
family, lived in the forests of the Nilgiri hills, but wero 
driven out. The younger brother Biswabdssb fled with « 
few attendants and took refuge in the valley of the Muninig 
hill, amidet vast forest tracts, sparsely inhabited, Biswabdsab 
here established himself reclaiming the forosts and gradually 
subdued the Bhuiyds of the neighbouring villages. It 1s related 
that one day when Biswabasab was walking in the forest he found 
an image of a goddess which he brought to Munindg hill and 
worshipped. The goddess being pleased with the worship 

to him in a dream and said: “My son, this land 
belonged once to Ranadsur, but you may now live here and 
construct a village on the eastern side of the hill. Your supre- 
macy may continue permanently.” Biswab&sab scoordingly 
established the State and built a village and called it Hanpur. It 
is mentioned in the Kapil-Samhbité that 1,274 years of the Kali 
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Yuga had passed when this State was established. This would 
be many years before the commencement of the Christian era. 
It was at first bounded on the south by Boita hill and the Haida 
river; west by the Kusumi river; north by the Hora river; east 
by Kantainal and the Champaibhuin hill. The area of the State 
was once more extensive than it now is and tradition states that 
at one time the Daya river was the eastern boundary, Banki 
the northern, and the Chilka Iake the southern boundary. On the 
death of a Chief a stone statue is erected, and according to this old 
custom the statues of deceased Chiefs are kept in the burial ground. 
The first 54 Chiefs are alleged to have held the gadi of the State 
for 1,743 years, and on the death of Ananta Singh, the 54th 
Chief, his son Harihar Singh, succeeded , according to the family 
tradition, to the gadi in the year A.D. 16. Arjun Bhanij, 
Chief of Baud, defeated Nidhi Singh the 85th Chief and 
conquered Ranpur. But his son, Pitambar Singh recovered the 
State, became Chief of Ranpur, and holding the gads for 50 
years died in 1108 A.D. In the 12th century the then Chief 
of Renpur received at the hands of Ananga Bhima Deva, Raja 
of Urisea, the title of “Narendra”? and was enrolled among the 
Samanta Rajas owing to his prowess in battle. Since his time, 
the Chiefs of Raupur havo always onjoyed the title of 
“Narendra”, Raja Ram Chandra Narendra the 96th Chief 
who sucoveded to the gaai m 1437 A.D., did much to improve 
aud develop the State and was a student of astronomy. His 
son extended the northern and eastern boundaries of the State 
of Ranpur, constructed seven strong forts, held his gadis for 49 
years aud died in 1525 A.D. He was succeeded by his son, 
Banamali Narendra, who is said to have been an expert in 
statuary. Stone images made by him are still to be found in 
many places within the Btate. 

During the time of the Chief Ram OChaudra Narendra, who 
held the gad: from 1692 to 1727 A.D., many inhabitants of 
Khurd&, owing to the oppression of the Muhammadans, fled for 
mg to Ranpur and settled there, He was sucoceded by his 

Bajradhar Narendra, who held his gadé from 

1797 to 1754 A.D. During his time the Marithis under 
Raeghuji conquered Orissa. Sarangadhar met Raghuji by the 
side of the Mabi&nadi river, and the story goes that in order to 
prove his prowees as a warrior he killed a wild buffalo with a stiok 
of sugarcane. Raghuji as a reward for Sarangadher’s bravery 
gave him the title of “ Bajradhar” which is aill employed as 
Penmaes by the Chiefs of the State. The present Ohiet 
Krisbos Chandra Singh Deva Birsber Bajradhar Nexend 


+ 
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Mahapatra succeded in 1899 A.D. The emblem of the State 
is a sword and the family title is Bajradhar Nearendrs 
Mahépatra. 

The population increased from 40,115 in 1891 to 45,075 in Tes 
1901; it is contained in 261 villages, and the density is 227 "™°"*™ 
persons to the square mile. Hindus number 45,762 of the whole 
population, by far the most numerous caste being the Chasds 
(14,000). Next in importance rank the Gauras (3,50U). There 
is a comparatively small population of Khonds (1,631). The 
population is classified as follows:—Lindus—males, 22,818, 
females, 22,944. The Hindus thus form 993 per oant. of the 
population of the State ; proportion of males in total Hindus, 
49°83 per cent. Musalmins—males, 183, females, 130: total of 
Musalmins, 313, or ‘67 per cent. of the population ; propor- 
tion of malea in total Musalmans, 58:4 per cent. Obristians, 
nv. Literates number 4,101 or 6:7 per cent. of the population. 
Averages:—villagos por square mile, 1:29; houses per village, 
35:4; persons per village, 177; persons per house, 5; houses per 
square mile, 45°», The villages are classifiod as follows :~-247 
with less than five hundred; 11 with from five hundred to a 
thousand ; 2 with from a thousand to two thousand and I with 
from two to five thousand inhabitants. Tho people aro well off; 
the lands are fertile and there is ready means of export for 
surplus stocks, 

There is a charitable dispensary at headquarters with a small pyszio 
indoor ward : the number of patients truated in 1907-08 was 10,607, 1saura, 
The country to the south and cast is not unhealthy, but in other 
paris of the State, feveris very prevalunt, 43 per cent. of the 
deaths in the State being due to fever : cholera in epidemic form, 
frequently introduced by pilgrims from Puri, accounted during 
the ten years from 1893 to 1902 for 26 per cent. of the deaths. 
Vaccination is not popular in the State, but is gradually making 
headway and the number of primary vaccinations 945 in 1907-08 
was the largest for many years: in the year 1906-07 revaccina- 
tion was started, and in 1907-08 the number of revaccinstions was 
65. The work is carried on by licensed vaccinators, who are 
looal men trained in the special vaccination class at the Medical 
School, Outtack. 

The open ares of the State is well cultivated and the villages gesiovs. 
are large and populous: winter rice is the main orop, but early tvas. 
tice is grown in considerable quantity and excellent crops of 
cil-seeds and pulses are raised. The total area of the Stat® is 
180,960 acses, of which forests oooupy 80,280 acres ; the normal 
acreage unoiler oropa is 35,934 acres, of which 3,000 acres are 
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twice-cropped: of this area rice normally occupies 31,142 acres 
manda 643 acres and zi] (sesamum) 350 acres. 

Rents, The assessment averages per man (two-thirds of an acre) for 

ee first, second and third class rice lands Re. 3-6-2, Rs. 2-5-6 

rrices, and Re, 1-4-10 respectively and for uplands, Re. 1-0-8. During 
the ten years from 1893 to 1902 wages have shown no tendency 
to rise and the daily wage has averaged as follows:—superior 
mason, 44 annes, common mason, blacksmith and carpenter, 3 
annes each, superior carpenter and superior blacksmith, 4 annas 
each, cooly, 14 annas: during the same period the average price of 
wheat, rice, gram and salt has been 93 seers, 20§ seers, 25} seers, 
124 seers respectively. 

Oocnra- Thore are no occupations or manufactures which call for 

‘ene. notice, Thero are bi-weekly markets at headquarters, where 

vaotorxs country produots are bartered for iron, cotton, blankets, cloth, silk, 

aa yoe, Wheat and clarified butter brought from the Khandpara State, 
and for fish from the Chilkaé lake. 

Msanaoy The State lies luse to the East Coast section of the Bengal- 

cana! Nagpur Railway and the headquarters are connected with the line 
of railat Kaluparaghat station by a good road. There is also 
a good feeder road from the” headquarters to the Madras Trunk 
Road, 10 miles in length, partly bridged and metalled. A new 
surface road from the headquarters to the Nayagarh border is 
under construction. There is a rest-house for travellers at the 
headquarters and a post office. The post plies sd Khurda, 

Laup The land revenue demand amounts to Rs. 44,892 and is 

uavinvs realised in two instalments in November and April. No cesses 

raation, are levied and there are no zamindaris jn the State. The number 
of grants, known as Adana grants to relations of the Chief 
by way of maintenance is considerable. The system of the land 
revenue administration is similar to that of other States and the 
village sarbardhidre (headmen) receive # cash commission on 
collection, The last land settlement was made in 1899 for a 
period of twenty years: six rates were fixed for wet cultivation 
varying from Re, 4-11-0 to Re, 2-1-4 per man (two-thirds of 
an Bore). 

Gureran The State is administered by the Chief assisted by a Diwan, 

amma and the relations with the British Government are defined by 
the sanad of 1894 which was revised in 1908. The estimated 

Finances, annual revenue of the State is about Rs. 54,000 and a tribute 

Forests, of Re. 1,401 is paid to the British Government. Foresta yielded 
in 1907-08 a revenue of Rs. 2,227: no green timber is sold 
and the Chief has reserved forest areas; the forests in the past 
have been considerably depleted of valuable timber ;.in 1907-08 
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excise yielded Rs. 2,442: the supply of opium, which may be Excise, 

obtained from’ the Government treasury, is limited to 7 seers 

per mensem. The majority of the civil suits are of a petty Justice. 

nature, the greater number being for sums under Rs. 50 in value: 

in 1907-08 the number of civil suits for disposal was 207, 64 

per cent. of them being below the value of Rs. 50. Crimo ig Crime. 

light aud there is very little serious crime; the total number 

of cases reported to the police in 1907-08 being 36: the police 

force consists of one Sub-Inspector, 5 Head-Constables and 21 Police. 

constables. The jail is an old building with mud walls and the Jail. 

accommodation is for 20 prisoners. In 1907-08 the averago 

daily population was 11°61. In 1907-08 the total expenditure Public 

incurred in the Public Works Department amounted to jYork 

part. 

Rs, 2,119. ment, 
The State maintains a Middle Englisch, 3 Upper Primary Evvoa. 

and 33 Lower Primary schools, besides there is one private T* 

school: the number of pupils in 1907-08 on tho rolla was 660. 

The State receives assistance from Government for primary 

education. 
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OHAPTER XXII. 


ed 


SONPUR STATE. 


Tue State of Sonpur is situated in 20° 32 and 21°11’ N., and 
83° 27’ and 84° 16’ E. Itis bounded on the north by Sambalpar 
district and a portion of the State of Rairdkhol; on the south 
and south-east by the State of Baud ; on the east by the Rairakiol 
Btate ; and on the west by the State of Patna. The area is 
906 square miles, rather more than one-half of which is situated 
on the nght bank of the Mahanadi and the remainder on the 
left bank. The aspect of the country is flat and slightly undulat- 
ing ; and isolated hills of no great altitude rise abruptly here 
and there. The soil is, as elsewhere in this part of the Mahanadi 
valley, poor; it is not alluvial, and oontains a considerable 
proportion of sand. There are no forests of any great extent, and 
such as exist do not contain any valuable timber. The principal 
rivers are the Mahanadi which flows through the centre of the 
Stato, the Ang, which for part of its course forms the boundary 
between the States of Patné and Sonpur: the Suktel also crosses 
the southern portion of the State flowing into the Tel a few miles 
above tho juncture of the Tel with the Mahanadi ; the Jira, an 
affluent of the Mahanadi, to the north, divides a portion of the State 
from Sambalpur. The Tel on the south forms the boundary with 
the State of Baud. The Jira, the Ang and the Tel are all affluents 
of the Mah&nadi on its right bank. Diamonds are occasionally 
found in the banks of the Mah&nadi and deposits of mica occur in 
various parte of the State. The average rainfall for the six years 
from 1902-08 to 1907-08—was 50°53 inches. The climate is 
similar to that of the Sambalpur district. The headquarters of 
the State are at Sonpur, 54 miles from Sambalpur, with which it 
is connected by a good gravelled road. 

Sonpur was formerly a chiefship subordinate to Patna, but 
was constituted a separate State by Raja Madhukar Ski of 
Sambelpur about the year A.D. 1560. Since then it has been 
counted among the cluster of Garhjat States. It is now attached 
fo the Sembelpur district. 

The family is Chauhin Rajput, being an offshoot from the 
family of the Raja of Sembelpur. Their lineage is traced back 
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to Madan Gopal, who obtained the State about 300 yeara ago. 
He was the son of Madhukar Sai, fourth Raja of Sambalpur. 
The sucovesion has since continued regularly. ‘he grandfather, 
Niladhar Singh Deva Bahadur, of the present Chief obtained the 
title of Raji Bahadur for services to the British Government in 
the field: Raj& Pratap Rudra Singh Deva Bahadur, father 
of the present Chief, obtained the title of Raja Bahadur in 
1898 and the present Chief was given the personal title of 
Maharajé in 1908. Extensive remains of old buildings in the 
neighbourhood of the Sonpur town show that in former times 
the town was more populous and important than at present. 
Sonpur was evidently colonised by the Hindus at an carly 
period in its history as is shown by the copperplate insoriptions 
in Sanskrit written in Kutila character found in the neighbour- 
hood of the town and attributed to the later Gupta Kings of 
Orissa and the Ganga Kings of Kalinga. Many old fashioned 
tiled (nandd) wells constructel by Brahmans aro found at. 
Sonpur. The emblem of the State is a chakra (discus). 
According to the census of 1866 the population numbered tnx 
60,000 souls : in 1901 the population was 169,877 souls. Therg *#0PT8. 
is one large town and one large village in the State, viz., Sonpur 
and Binké, both on the right bank of the Mahanedi, with a 
population of 8,887 and 3,843 respectively, and 898 ordinary 
villages. The density of the population is 168 persons to the 
square mile. The population is classified as follows :—Hindus 
—males, 82,333, females, 86,648, total 168,981 or 99°47 per cent, 
of the total population: proportion of males in total Hindus is 
48-7 per cent Musalmans—males, 259, females, 250, total, 509 or 
0°80 per cent. of the total population : proportion of malos in total 
Musalmins is 491 percent. Animists—males, 175, females, 208, 
total, 383 or 0-23 per cent. of the total population. Christians—4, 
Number of literate persons is 1,758 or 1°03 (males 1°00, 
females, 0°03) per cent. of the total population. Avernges— 
Villages per square mile, 0°99 ; persons per village, 179; houses 
per village, 40°2; houses por square mile, 42°2; persons per 
ihe, 4. The remaining 898 villages may be classified as 
follows :— Village with from two thousand to five thousand 
inhahitants, 1 ; villages with from one thousand to two thousand 
inhabitants, 6 ; villages with from five hundred to one thousand 
oe 86; villages with less than five hundred inhabitants 


Fa iad castes are Brahmans, Mahantis and Raj. 
puts ; and the agricultural castes are Ohasis, Kaltayds or Kolthas, 
Agharils aod Gouds. In most of the lenge villages are found 
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a sprinkling of the artisan classes, with a few weavers of coarse 
oloths—-Telis, Malis, etc. The population is for the most part 
agricultural. The principal castes are Gauras or Ahirs, Brah- 
mans, Dumils, Bhuliée and Kewats: the latter are the boatmen 
who follow a prosperous livelihood in transporting the surplus 
produce of the country to Cuttack and Sambalpur. The great- 
grandfather of the present Chief was a patron of Sanskrit learn- 
ing and established large colonies of Brahmans. 

The Gandés (22,203) constitute a large percentage of the 
population and as in the Sambalpur district compose the criminal 
element of the population : they are poor; a certain number of 
them earn regular employment as field labourers and weavers, but 
the majority dislike regular labour and eke out an existence by 
occasional labour and the proceeds of theft. 

The Bhulias (7,527} are the class who weave the tusser cloth 
for which Sonpur is highly reputed ; an account of the industry 
will be found under the head of occupations, manufactures and 
trade. 

The climate of the Sonpur State is not unhealthy and, as 
there are no forests, malarial fever is not rife; the town and 
large villages are, however, subject to visitations of cholera and 
ocoasionally of small-pox. There are dispensaries with acvom- 
modation for indoor patients both at Sonpur and Biokaé: the 
Medical Officer of the State possesses the qualifications of an 
Assistant Surgeon and there are two Civil Hospital Assistants in 
direct charge of the two dispensaries. The number of outdoor 
patients treated in 1907-08 was 16,433, number of indoor patients 
treated was 62. Vaccination is carefully attended to and super- 
vised by a Vaccination Inspector and a considerable number of 
revaccinations are annually performed : in 1907-08 the number of 
primary vaccinations was 8,287 and number of revaccinations in 
the same year waa 8,606. 

The principal crop is rice ; the lands are highly cultivated and 
in good years a considerable quantity of rice and oil-seeds is 
available for export: pulses, cotton and sugarcane are also 
largely cultivated. The villages are extensive and prosperous 
aud carry a large agricultural population : excellent reservoirs 
for irrigation are found in most villages, the total number 
of tanks being 1,698. The greater area of the State in 
regard to its agricultural development closely resembles the 
weil cultivated ‘ahsi/ of Bargarh in the Sambalpur district. 

The State is liable to scarcity, but has but rarely suffered from 
famine. The only famine of which there is record ocopurred im 
1890-1000, The reinfall was very scanty, being only 36-05 
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inches and wes badly distributed: the rainfall was insufficient to 
fill the tanks and in consequence the fields could not be irrigated : 
50 per cent. of the rice crop on the first class irrigated lands, 70 per 
cent. on second class lands, 85 per cent. on third class and 30 per 
cent. of the upland rice crop were lost: winter crops failed to 
germinate owing to want of moisture in the soil, Wheat, how- 
ever, was sown by about 30 per cent. of the cultivators and this 
crop was of very great assistance. The price of rice stood at 20 
seers per rupee at the beginning of 1899 but fell in 1900 to 8} 
seers. Relief works were undertaken and kitchens played a 
prominent part in the relief given: they were opened at all the 
important centres in the State and the samindars also maintained 
kitchens at their headquarters: 17 kitchens in all wore opened, 
gratuitous relief to respectable poorand taccavi loans to cultivators 
and weavers were given: the total amount of loans thus given 
was Its. 27,628 to 8,239 recipients. Regular employment on 
works was found for 2,979 persons and the expenditure, including 
assistance to the dependents of the workers, amounted on this 
acoount to Rs. 15,322: the numbor of persons fed at the 17 
kitchens was 14,674 at a total cost of Rs. 13,549. The paupera 
mostly came from members of the Ganda, Gaura, Sahars, Duma, 
Kewat and Khadal onstes. 

The assessment is light : the average rates prevailing for rice rexrs, 
lands per acre are first class Re. 1-4, second olass Re. 1-2, and third FAem 
olass Ke. 0-12; uplands are assessed at an avorage rate of 5 annas eaicea, 
per acre. The average rate for sugarcane (darckid) lands is 
Re. 1-12-3 per acre, but first class land for sugarcane pays 
in the case of bhogra Rs. 3-2-2 por acre and ryoti Rs. 2-10-0. 
Average daily wage given fo first, second and third class 
mechanical labour is 8 annas, 6 annas and 5 annas or 4 annas 

tively : average wago given to ordinary cooly is 2 annas. 
The field labourers in this State are divided as follows :—~ 
(1) Gutis— These receive from 2 khandis (1 maund) to 2 khandia 
10 ¢émbis (L maund 10 seers) of dhdn (unhusked rice) as a 
monthly wage. After the harvest they receive from 2 puruys 
(8 maunds) to 2 purugs 4 khandis (10 maunds) annually as 
their nistdr (yearly reward): in certain cases those are given 
pieces of land yielding 2 purugs or 2 puruge 4 thandis of dhan 
instead of the annualpayment. They also receive 2 pieces of cloth 
worth 8 annas each annually. (2) Khamdris.—This is a supe- 
rior class, and they act as hvad labourers ; they receive 3 khandis 
{1 maund 20 seers) as a monthly wage and a yearly nistar 
(reward) of 3 purngs (12 maunds) of dian or 8 pisce of land 
yielding 3 purugs yearly. Other field labourers who are employed 
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daily, get from 2 to 3 tambis (2 to 3 seers) daily. The average 
price during the ten years from 1897-98 to 1907-08 of rice, 
maga, wrid, gram, kudthi, arhar and salt has been 18, seers, 
128 seers, 124$ seers, 19}$ seers, 234 soors, 18} seers and 113 
seers, respectively. 

Of the total population nearly $th, i.e... 72:7 per cent. live on 
agriculture: 18°6 per cent. maintain themselves on industry ; 0-70 
per cent. follow professions for their livelihood: 3:1 per cent. have 
accepted State, village and personal serviozs and 0°39 per cent: 
follow commerce. There is a considerable export trade of rice 
and pulses v4 the Mahanadi to Cuttack and Sambalpur. The town 
of Sonpur and the village of Bink&é are important trade marts for 
the river export trade. At the village of Tarbha on the Patna 
border there is an important trade centre for cart and pack-bullock 
traffic: this village is the centre on which the export trade from 
Baud, the Khondmals, Patné and Kala&handi concentrates and 
from there finds its way either to Sonpur or Bink&é for shipment 
on boats along the Mahdnadi or travels on by road to Sambalpur. 
The principal manufacture of the State is the weaving by the 
Bhulia caste of tusser cloth of excellent quality: the chief centres 
of this industry are at Sonpur and Binka and the latter place is 
noted for the quality of the cloth turmed out, which is only 
slightly inferior to the best qualities produced at Barpali in the 
Sambalpur district. 

The cultivation of the tusser covoons is largely carried on in 
the State, but the great centre for the manufacture of the 
tusser cloth is at Sonpur. A large population of the caste known 
as Bhulias resides at Sonpur and its neighbourhood and carry 
on @ considerable industry. Tho tusser cloth woven at Sonpur 
is held in high repute. The caterpillars or 4oe4 feed on the 
sdhdy cr dsan (Terminalia tomentosa) tree and spin their cocoons 
on the sd/ (Shorea robusta) and sina or dhaurd (Lagerstoomia 
parviflora) trees. The oultivation of the caterpillars and the 
collection of the cocoons are carried on by the Pans or Gandas. 
The cocoons after collection are dried in the sun for two or three days 
to kill the chrysalis, but if this be not eufficient the cocoons are 
boiled in a pot with straw and water. To prepare the cocoons for 
the removal of the threads, a mixture of ashes and water is pre- 
pared and this with some straw is placed in an earthen pot together 
with cocoons and boiled, 4 pints of water being added for every 
300 cocoons placed io the vessel. The cocoons are boiled until 
they obtain the softness of cotton and emit a peculiar smell : 
they are then washed in pure water and placed on a bed af wood 
ashes to absorb the moisture, To wind off the tusser thread to 


SONPUR, 338 


make the woof yarn the cocoons are placed in an open dish and 
four or five threads are pulled out from a similar number of 
cocoons, interlaced in accordance with tho thickness of the yarn 
it is desired to obtain, 

The threads are interlaced by twirling them on the left thigh 
with the flat of the left hand adding a little wood ash to 
strengthen the strands; the right hand at the same time 
revolves the reeling snehtag or natdt; this portion of the 
work is generally done by small girls. When a sufficient quantity 
of thread has thus beon reeled off, it is removed from the reeling 
machine and kept ready for uso as a skein (Jud) after being first 
washed in water. If still strongor yarn is required then the 
skeins on two reeling machines are spun off on to a larger 
machine twisting the yarns and uniting them into one in the 
process. For actual weaving purposes the yam is wound 
from the skein on to bobbins by means of a spinning wheel 
(rahanta) and the bobbins are then placed in the shuttle. 

For the preparation cf the warp yarn the threads are spun off 
from seven cocoons: tho threads are interlaced in the same 
manner as in the case of the woof yarn; the yarn thus spun is 
removed from the reeling machine (wafdi) and stretched on a 
frame (yantar) consisting of two flat parallel pieces of wood with 
pegs along the top of each and tho yarn is laced across from 
opposite pegs : the two blocks of wood are connectid below and kept 
firm by two bars. The warp yarn is then immersed in a pulp 
made of boiled paddy (i.¢., the husks of tho rice are not removed 
before boiling) and covered with ashes and is thus kopt for one 
night : the yarn is finally polished by means of an instrument 
known as a weavor’s key or kuncht. Tho warp yarn is then ready 
for use and is set up in the ordinary hand-loom of the country and 
the woof yarn is passed through it by the shuttle worked by hand. 

Brass and bell-metal utonsils and idols are also manufactured 
in this State. There is a small and special trade at Sonpur in the 
mavufacture of cards for a game peculiar to these parta: the 
cards are small circular discs somewhat larger than a rupee made 
of tusser lacquered over: the figures on the cards are artistically 
executed and very finely coloured. The principal exported 
articles are rice and other food grains, oil-seeds, tusser oloth, 
cotton, molasses and ghi (clarified butter); and the prinoipal 
imported articles are mill-made thread picce-goods, salt, bease 
utensils, kerosene oil, spices, stone and glass wares. 

The greater part of the export trade of the State is carried by Mi oreites oy 
the Mab&nadi ands oonsidersble export of rice and pulses is ites.” 
oegrried on with Outtack and Sambalpur. 
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The Tel is comparatively free from obstruction; and during 
the monsoon months there is some boat traffic from Patna and 
timber is also floated down from the upper reaches of this river in 
the Kalahandi State. 

In the Mahdnadi just opposite Sonpur there are dangerous 
rapide, which render the navigation difficult. There is a good 
road, the Cuttack-Sonpur-Sambalpur road on the right bank of 
the Mahanadi connecting with Dhama in the Sambalpur district 
and passing through the important village of Binka; there are 
bungalows every ten miles, from Cuttack up to the Baud-Sonpur 
border : there are also bungalows at Sonpur and Binka in the 
Sonpur State and at Dhama, A new road is under construction 
from Dhamé on the northern bank of the Mahanadi, in Sambalpur 
district, to the border of the State on the northern bank of the 
river and from there e State road is being constructed to a place 
opposite to Binka and in future the traffic between the State and 
the Sambalpur district will cross the Mahanadi at Binka, a far 
easier crossing than al Dham&. There is an excellent road on the 
western border of the State forming the connecting link between 
Sambalpur, Bargarh and Barpali in the Sambalpur district and 
Salebhatt@ on the main road to the Patn&é and Kalabandi States, 
There is a rest-house on this road at Dungripaji, in the Sonpur 
State 12 miles from Barpaéli. There is a surface road from Son- 
pur to Tarbha, an important mart on the borders of the Patna 
State. The imperial post runs from Sambalpur to Sonpur and 
on to Baud: there is a sub-post office at Sonpur and letter-boxes 
at important villages in the State. 

The ourrent land revenue demand in 1907-08, was Rs. 54,837, 
There are three A:sfs—(1) January, 8 aunas, (2) March, 4 annas 
and (3) June, 4 annas. 

The villages are leased out with (1) thikadars or gaontias 
(farmers), (2) garhatids, and (3) Lirtias, 

Previously to 1887 the villages were put up to auotion as 
regards the bhogrd lands—servioe lands of the lessee of the 
village; the amount bid for the JAogra lands gave a right to hold 
the lease of the village for five years; the amount was paid down 
inalump sum. Since 1887, the th:kaddrs (farmers or lessees) 
make annual payments for these bhogrd lands, the amount 
assessed previously to 1887 having been divided by five, which 
is now taken az the annual demand for the dbhogra lands. The 
thikadar obtains the benefit of all new lands brought under 
cultivation by the tenants until there is a new settlement. A new 
settlement is in progress and it is intended to have only two 
kets, the June hist being unsuitable. Jn the case of lands which 
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are abandoned and 4 new tenant takes them up the éAikadér 
receives a rasardna (bonus) from the new occupier, The thikdddr 
is not allowed to mortgage or sell his village or his bhogra lands. 
All thikdddri villages pay kar (payment in kind) in March, 
consisting of chdul (rice) and urid, 

If a thikdddr dies during the period of settlement his son 
succeeds paying for mutation (ddkhid-khdrij) according to the 
rental of the village; he also gives a salami (tikd)—gift—to the 
Chief and receives a piece of cloth (/at); if the son is not fit to 
carry on the village it remains in his name provided a suitable 
agent is forthcoming. 

These people are on the same footing as the ‘A:Adddrs—exoept Garka. 
that the tenants in thoir vil ages only pay urid and ght (clarified “** 
butter) as Acar (paymont in kind) and no chdu/ (rice), The 
people of these villages act as guaris on tho palace in the 
absence of the Chief; they ronder less (41 (free labour) in 
that they do not come into Sonpur to work. They render bethi 
(free labour) in repairing any thane or school in their noighbour- 
hood and looking after any road running through their villages ; 
they do not however carry bundles for the Chief or provide 
transport. They are really tho old feudal militia of the State 
and are known as sipaf) ryots or patks (State militia); in some 
of these villages, howover, there are two classes of tenants, 
viz., ordinary tenants and sipas tenants; in such oases the 
ordinary tenants are assessed in all respects in the same way as 
tenants in thikddari villages. Tho gurhatids pay dahhil-khart) or 
mutation fees. 

These tenure-holders are all Brahmans who received their pirsas, 
villages on special terms: in somo casos they were, or their 
ancestors were, the original founder of tho villages. At 
the recent settlement their rents have been slightly increased, 
except in the cases of those who had mukarrari pattés—porma- 
nently fixed settlements— but these were very few. At the 
Shraban Pirnima (July-August) and Pausk Purnima (December- 
January) these Brahmans give coconuts and offer the thread to 
the Chief and at Dashara como for sixteen days to celebrate the 
festival at the garh (headquarters). They pay the school-cess 
and sar (payment i in kind) also on a reduced scale. 

The tenures given as grants are the usual ones, ¢.9., Letaber 9 Bébuana, 
grants to the Chiof’s relatives ; there are 18 villages held in this 
way. These granta are usually held rent-free and do not 
contribute kar (payment in kind), but pay the school-cess 
Mafi (free) grants are of the usual kinds—(1) Debottar (reli. Mat 
gious), (2) brahmottar (to Brihmans) and (3) naukrdn (service). 
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No payments in kind (4ar) are made by these rent-free villages 
and tenures, but all pay the school-cess. 

Payments in kind are only made by the ¢hikddari and |garhats 
villages and are paid into the Chief’s bhandar (store-house) on 
three occasions, viz. (1) Nuakhia.—Small contribution of ehdul 
(rice), maga, gur (molasses), ghi (clarified butter), curds, and 
grass for making brooms These sre paid in on the day fixed for 
eating new rice in the month of September. (2) Dashara.— 
On this occasion in the month of September-October ghi 
(clarified butter), ¢:? (sesamum), curds and a goat are given. 
(8) In Kaérttika (October-November) chau/ (rice), maga, ghi 
(clarified butter), farkari (vegetables) and gur (molasses), are 
given for the Gopalji temple for the Gobardhan Pajd. These 
are paid into the bhandar (store-house) and the temple’s share is 
made over subsequently; a day is then fixed for feeding the 
idol and all the Brahmans in the State. 

In this State there are no large zamindaris; there are five 
small zamindaris, viz, Rampur, Kamsara, Barpali, Sukha and 
Panchara ; besides these there are six other zamindaris consisting 
of one or two villages each. Tho zamindars are all Khonds and 
Binjhals. The zamindari of Panchar&i was formerly part of the 
Baud State, but was mortgaged by the Chief of that State to 
the Sonpur Chief and eventually came into the possession of 
Sonpur: it lies across the Tel river. These zamindaris pay a 
takoh (tribute) to tho State: this ¢akoli is liable to revision at each 
settlement : in the two zamindaris, where small forests exist, the 
zamindaérs have been allowed to collect the revenue from license. 
fees, but the income so derived is taken into account in assessing 
the takoli, 

The relations between the State and the British Government 
are regulated by the sunad of 1867. The Sonpur Chief has 
under the aanad the same powers and is liable to the same 
obligations as the Chiefs of the other States transferred from 
the Central Provinces to Bengal. The State pays a tribute 
of Rs. 12,000 to the British Government ; the tribute is liable to 
revision and was last revised in 1909 for a period of thirty 


The administration of the State is conducted personally by 
the Chief assisted by a Diwan, Tahsiddar and Naib Zaheiidar. 
The Diwan is the chief executive officer of the State and exercises 
powers of a Sessions and District Judge, the Chief being the appel- 
late Court: the Tehstiddr and Nath Tahsildar exercise powers | of 
first and second olass Magistrates respectively and also exeraise 
jerisdiction in civil suits, The Ohief is also ably assisted by his 
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brothers who serve as Honorary Magistrates and try civil suite. 
There are two benches also of Honorary Magistrates sitting at 
Sonpur and Binka. 

The total income of the State in 1907-08 was Rs. 1,54,054. Finances, 

There are practically uo forests in the State, and an attempt Forests. 
has been made on a small ecale to reserve and reafforest a 
few of the small hills. The forest revenue in 1907-08 yielded 
Rs. 26,251. 

Opium is obtained from Sambalpur and ganja is obtaine 
from Nimar: the State does not charge tho licensed vendors 
anything for cost of carriage from Sambalpur. LKxcisy yieldod 
a revenue of Rs. 82,874 in 1907-08. The bide loaso of tho Movere’y. 
State is auctioved out, but does not bring in a large sum. On 
occasions of mazriages in the Chief's family a contribution, pinkie 
known as Aa/didnpatti, is leviel; tho rate varies from ono to four 
annas per pureg of land: it is only levied on the occasion 
of the marriage of the Chief, the eldest son and eldest daughter 
and in the case of the deaths of the Raja or Rani. The school- 
cess is levied at one anna por rupoo: villages undor every class of © 
tenure-holder pay the cess, including the mafi (rent-freo) villages. 

The zamindars also pay this school-ceas at the same rate. 

Formerly the various oesses and adds on industrial classes 4diedbs, 
were in force, but these have now all been abvlished. Also 
the piéli was levied ; this wasatax on bullocks taking goods 
from the State for sale; the charge was four aunas per bullock, 

These abwabe of patki and prch/i have boon abolished. 

During the year 1907-08 the number of civil suits for dispcsal Civil 
was 840, most of which were of a petty naturo, only 16 suits ad 
exceeding Rs. 400 in value. 

The number of casea reported tu the polico in tho year Crime 
1907-08 was 591. 

‘The police force is now entirely under the control of the 

Obief : formerly tho zamindars entertained and paid for their 
own police, but since 1904 the force has been made entirely * 
a State force and the zamindars pay a police fakoii or contribu- 
tion. The Chief’s uncle is tho Superintendent of Police and he was 
trained in Sambslpur, where he hclds the rank of an Honorary 
Assistant District Superintendent of Police: the force is in the 
direct charge of a capable Inspector from the British police. 
The force consists of 5 Sub-Inspevtors, 2 Head-Constables and 
149 constables. 

There isa good masonry jail at headquarters where the Jail. 
prisoners undergo regular labour and are taught to weave with 
the fly-shuttle loom. Tho prosent jail has accommodation for 83 
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prisoners. In the year 1907-08 the daily average population 
was 94°5. : 

P.w.De- The expenditure on public works, during the year 1907-08, 

partmest. pe mounted to Rs. 15,247. 

Loca There are two municipalities, viz., Sonpur and Bink&: the 

Seveuy. Fevenues are entirely raised by imposing an octroi fee similar 

uayr. to that in force in Sambalpur : the octroi collections are annually 
leased out by the Municipal Commissioners. These two muni- 
cipalities out of their funds maintain the local dispensary and the 
roads and bear the expenditure on primary education within the 
municipal areas and the Sonpur municipality contributes 
annually Rs, 986 for the town police. The municipalities work 
well and are much appreciated. The population in 1901 of 
Sonpur was 8,887 and of Binka 3,843. 

Epvca- The State takes great interest in education and there is a very 

iow. fine Middle English school at Sonpur acoommodated in a substan- 
tial building. In 1907-08 there were 33 schools in the State, of 
which two were Middle English schools, one Middle Vernacular 
school, three girls’ schools, one Sanskrit fo/ and two special 
schools for low caste children. Of the 29 Primary schools, 25 
are Upper Primary Schools and 4 Lower Primary Schools. In 
addition there were 10 chaésalis (elementary schools) or private 
institutions with 220 scholars. In 1907-08 the number of 
children on tho roll was 2,117 boys and 471 girls, or 2,588 pupils 
in all. The State employs a special officer to control and super- 
vise the schools in the interior. In 1907-08 the State spent 
Rs. 5,810 on education. The great advance and improvement 
made in the cause of education during recent years is one of the 
most marked features in the administration of this State. 
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OHAPTER XXIII. 


TALCHER STATE. 


Tar State of Talcher lics between 20° 52° and 21°18’ N., pee 
and 84° 54’ and 85° 16’ E., with an area of 399 square miles, ‘ 
It is bounded on the north by the Bamra and Pal Lahara States; 
on the east by the Dhenkanal State; and on the south and 
west by Angul district. The Brihmani river traverses the State, 
and Talcher village, which contains the Raja’s residence, is 
picturesquely situated on a bend on its right bank. Tho State 
consists for the moat part of open cultivated lands and there are 
no hill ranges of any considerable size or height. The largest 
is the range running at right angles to the Brahmani river near 
Samal, and forming the boundary with the Dhenkanal State. Tho 
State contains a coal ficld of which an examination was made in 
1875. It was then reported that there is no seam of workable 
thickness and fairly good quality; that a final and thorough 
exploration could only bo offected at a conaiderablo expense; that 
the local consumption would never suffice to support a proper 
mining establishment, and that with tho long and costly land 
carriage, no class of coal equal tu Raniganj coal could compete 
successfully at the Orissa ports with coal sent from Calcutta by 
sea. The project for utilizing the Talcher coal-beds has, there- 
fore, been abandoned for the present. iron and limestone are 
also found near the banks of the Brahmani river, which separates 
Talcher on the east from Pal Laharé and Dhenkanal. Small 
quantities of gold are found by washing the sand of the river, 
but little profit accrues to the workers. The average rainfall for 
the six years from 1902-03 to 1907-08 was 51°70 inches, The 
headquarters of the State are at Talcher. 

According to tradition four sons of the Chief of Jaipur gieropy, 
came to Puri on pilgrimage to see Jagannath. In their pride of 
the S@ryabansa and Rana Thakur family to which they belonged, 
they failed to properly saluto the then Raja of Purl. They 
were not therefore allowed to see the ido! of Jagannath, and two 
of them were put to death under the Raja’s orders. The other 
two brothers fled to a plece named Nadharé, in the Dhenkanél 
State, and thers established a fort under the name of Bhimanagari. 
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They also built a temple near the fort, and set up an idol named 
Ramchandi Devi. This idol now belongs to Dhenkanal. 

The boundaries of the State at the time of its establishment 
were on the north Gangnan in the Bamra State; on the south 
Kamlang in the Dhenkanal State; on the east Altuma in the 
Dhenkanal State ; on the west the States of Bamra and Angal. 
It is said that the Raja of Puri fought a battle with the Raja of 
Talcher, conquered him and took away Nadhara, Ramohandi, 
Parjang, Palasuni and Subsluyé, and made them over to the 
Chief of Dhenkénal. Gangnan was similarly conquered by the 
Chief of Bamra. Nove of the Chiefs receivod any farman from 
the Mughals or Marathas, but Dayanidhi Birabar Harichandan 
helped the British troops at the time of the rebellion of the 
Angul Raja in 1847, and was rewarded with the title of 
Mahendra Bahadur, a khildt and an elephant. 

In very carly times this family held sway in what is now the 
important village of Subalaya, in the Sonpur State, but was even- 
tually driven out. Tradition relates that one of the Rajas of this 
race crossed the Brihmani on a hunting expedition. Near Tales- 
wari Devi, a haro killed the Raja’s dog, and the Raja accordingly 
established a fort there. Some time after ho was defeated by the 
Khonds of the place and fled to the forests. One day while asleep 
in the forest, Hingula Devi appeared to him in a dream and 
addressed him thus:—‘‘1f you worship me and Taleswari, you 
will become victorious over your enemies, and in that case you 
should name the place Talcher.” The Raja followed this advice 
and took the field. During an action Hingula Devi appeared in 
the shape of a tiger and destroyed the opponents ot the Chief, 
After that, when the Raja was asleep, the Deviagain appeared 
to him in a dream, and said that it was she and not a tiger that 
had destroyed his opponents. She advised the Raja to sign his 
name with the initial of a tiger’s head. The Raja named the 
place Talcher, and bestowed « village named Padmanadvpur on 
Brahmans. 

In the village of Gopalprasdd, about 14 miles to the south-west 
of headquarters of the State, there is found the site of a goddess 
who is worshipped under the name of Hingula. The site of the 
worship extends over the area of the coal fields which extend for 
some two or three miles in the neighbourhood of the village: the 
actual manifestation consists of a jet of gas issuing from the 
ooal, which is either lighted by the priest or itself ignites on 
contact with the air. The worship of the goddess takes place 
on the fourteenth day of full-moon in the month of COhaitra 


(March-April). The goddess Hingula is alleged to appear some 
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days before this in a dream to her seddit (priest), and indicates 
to him the exact spot of her coming revelation. The sedbdit 
then proceeds to the spot indicated, and finding the natural fire 
burning keeps the flame burning by adding ooal till the appointed 
hour of worship arrives, when a large crowd of worshippers 
attend from all quarters and make offerings of ght (clarified 
butter), suger, plantains, curd, goats, eto. Besides this annual 
worship, Hinguld is also worshipped as an idol throughout the 
year in a secluded and solitary spot in the forest near the 
village. The seddit sends forth emissaries throughout the States 
and the neighbouring districts of British India to spread the 
worship of Hingula. With threats of secretly fring their houses 
these emisraries extract contributions from the people and from 
time to time put into execution their threats. A very close watch 
has to be kept on their novements. The emblem of the State 
is a tiger. 

The population increased from 52,674 in 1891 to 60,432 in THR 
1901; it is contained in 293 villages, and the density is 161 : 
persons tothe square mile. All but 179 of the inhabitants are 
Hindus. The most numerous castes are Chasis (17,000) and 
Pans (10,000). The population is classified as follows: Hmdu— 
males, 29,857, females, 30,396, the total of Hindus forming 99°7 
per cent. of the population: proportion of males in total Hindus is 
49°5. Musalmans:—males, 8%, females, 90; the Musalmans form 
only 0°29 per cent. of the population : proportion of males in total 
Musalmans is 49°7. The percentage of literates to the total popu- 
lation is 2°1. Averages—the number of villages per square mile 
is 0°73; houses per village, 41-6; persons per village, 206; houses 
per square mile, 30; persons per houso, 4:9. Many of tho 
villages are large and prosperous, and the people are well-to-do 
cultivators, with the exception of the Pans, who form a con- 
siderable number of the population; the majority of them are 
landless labourers and are the professional criminals of the State: 
endeavours are being made by the Chief to improve their status 
and to assist them to holdings of their own, giving advanoes for 
plough-bullocks and seed-grain. 

The 293 villages in the State are classified as follows: 261 with 
less than five hundred inhabitants, 28 with from five hundred to 
« thousand, 3 with from one to two thousand, and 1 with from 
two to five thousand. 

The State is mostly open country and well watered by the Praxio 
Br&hmeni, which forms the natural drainage channel: the ™™44*™ 
climate is healthy and epidemics of fever and other diseases are 
net common. During the period from 1893 te 1902 the average 
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ratio of births and deaths per thousand was 21 and 16 
respectively. There is a charitable dispensary at headquarters, with 
a small indoor ward in charge of a Civil Hospital Assistant and 
the number of patients treated in 1907-08 was 4,751. There is 
also an Ayurvedic dispensary at headquarters. Vaccination is not 
popular with the people, but receives attention from the State 
authorities. In 1907-08 the number of primary vaccinations was 
1,631 and revaccinations, 1,441. 

The total acreage of the State is 255,350 acres, of which 
176,359 acres are forest and 19,306 acres non-oulturable waste. 
The normal cropped area is 42,930 acres, of which 27,084 acres 
are under rice: oil-seeds are normally sown on 3,780 acres, the 
principal oil-seed crops being /i/ (sesamum) 1,588 acres, and castor, 
1,217 acres. The land is well cultivated, the fields are carefully 
terraced and irrigated from tanks and embankments, which are 
astriking feature of the State. There is a State agricultural 
farm, where experiments in improved seeds and new varieties 
of crops are made, and seed is distributed to the more 
experienced cultivators. 

The average rate per man (two-thirds of an acre) for first 
second and third class rioe-lands is Rs, 2-10-2, Re. 1-11-1 and 
Re. 0-15-11 respectively, and for uplands, Re. 0-10-5. During 
the period from 1893 to 19)2 the rate of wages for skilled labour 
has remained stationary, but that of ordinary labour has increased 
slightly: the average daily rate of wage during this period is as 
follows:—-Superior mason, 6 annas, common mason, common 
blacksmith, and common carpenter 4 annas each, superior 
carpenter and superior blacksmith, 8 annas each, cooly, 1¢ annas. 
The average price during the same period of wheat, rice, gram 
and salt has been 84 seers, 252 seers, 144 seers, and 104 seers 
respectively. 

There are no spacial manufactures or ocoupations. At 
the headquarters, however, an industrial school has been started 


toarsaxy by the Chief with a view to improving the ordinary village 


Rane, 


trades: at the school superior leather work, especially in boots and 
shoes, gold and silver ornamental work, and superior carpentry 
and smithy work are taught. A considerable export of surplus 
rice, food-grains, and oil-seeds is carried on down the Brahman ; 
a certain quantity of timber is floated down the river from the 
Btate of Pal Lahar& and sleepers are brought from Athmallik 
and similarly exported down to Jenapur railway station on the 
Bengal-N&gpur Railway. The principal imported articles are 
apices, salt, piece-goods, cloths and kerosine oil. The village of 
Talcher is an important mart. 
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There are good roads connecting the headquarters with Angul Mzaxs or 
and Pal Lahara, and there are rest-houses’ along the roads. The a 
Brahmani affords a ready means for transport. There is an ; 
imperial post-office at the headquarters. 

The State for some time was, owing to the minority of the nawo 
present Chief, under the administration of Government : during ¥tvsxus 
that period a careful settlement was made for a period of eae 
‘fifteen years from 1897-98 to 1911-12. There are four dates 
(kists) for payment of revenue, viz. February, May, July and 
December, and at each kvsf one-fourth of the revenue is payable 
and the land revenue demand is collected without difficulty, 

The system of land tenures is the same as in the othor States, 
the sarbardhkdre receiving a cash commission on collections and 
being responsible for the ront collections: no certificates are 
issued until and unless the sarlarahkdr has first paid in the total 
amount due from his village. No cesses are levied, and there 
are no Zamindaris in the State: the maintenance allowances to 
members of the Chief’s family are known as khanja grants, The 
current land revenue demand amounted to Its. 86,461 in 1907-08, 

The relations between the State and the British Government Grnxrar 
are regulated by the sanzd of 1894, which was revised in 1908. hoe. 
The Chief administers the State himself, and is assisted by his Financos, 
uncle, who exercises the powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge. 

The State pays to the British Government an annual tribute 

of Rs. 1,040 and has an estimated revenue of Res, 65,000, 
There is a regular Forest Iopartment, and every effort has been Forests, 
made to protect and reserve the forests, which havo been demar- 
cated: the cutting of fire-lines remains to be done. In former 
years the forests had been recklessly denuded of good timber, 

and it will be several years before the forests can recover. In 

the year 1907-08 the forest revenue yielded Re. 3,770. The Excise. 
excise revenue of the State amounted in 1907-08 to Ra. 3,994, 
Opium and ganja are obtained in the usual manner. The people Justioe, 
sre not litigious, and in 1907-08 the number of civil suits was 

only 250, of which 88 per cont. were for sums below the value 

of Rs. 50. Orime is fairly heavy for the area and population of Crime. 
the State, but mostly consists of theft and burglary cases: a good 

deal of the crime is attributed to the Pans. The number of 
cases reporte ! to the police was 399 in 1+07-08. The police force Potics. 
consists of 7 Sub-Inspectors, 8 Hoead-Constables and 45 con- 
stables, besides 242 chaukidars (village watchmen). There is a 
masonry jail at the headguarteres with accommodation for 70 Jail. 
prisoners: a new jail is under construction. In 1907-08 the 
daily average population was 43, 
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p.w.De- In 1907-08 the State spent Rs. 7,282 on account of public 

partment. works, 

Epvos- The State maintains a Middle English school, 2 Upper 

‘tor. Primary end 62 Lower Primary schools and one good Sanskrit 
tol: besides there are one Government guru-training school and 4 
private schools. The State receives a grant for primary educa- 
tion from Government, and enjoys assistance from Government 
Educational officers. The number of pupils on the roll in 
1907-08 was 1,872. There is an excellent girls’ school at head- 
quarters. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


TIGIRIA STATE. 


Tue State of Tigirid lies between 20° 24’ and 20° Parsrcat 
32’ N., and 85° £6’ and 85° 35’ KE. It is tho smallest of the “**** 
Orissa States, having an area of only 46 square miles, It is 
bounded on the north by Dhenkénal State; on the east by 
Athgarh State; on tho south by the Mahanadi river; and 
on the west by the Baramba State. Tho country for the most 
part is open and level and well cultivated oxcept among tho 
small area of hills and forests to the north. The climate is 
healthy : no record oxists of the rainfall, but it is approximately 
the same as that of the neighbouring State of Baramba. Tho 
Mahanadi flows along the entiro length of the southern border. 
The headquarters of the State are at Tigiria. 

According to tradition the founder of this State, Nityainanda Hisrorr. 
Tunga, and his younger brother are said to have come originally 
on a pilgrimage to Duri, where they remained in the hope of 
receiving some fayour from the God. The elder brother was one 
day advised in a dream to hold the kingdom of Trigruhiya to tho 
west on the bank of tho river Chitrotpala in Puri by expelling 
its Chief who was an infidel, Nityananda Tunga accordingly 
went there, and founded the State in the year 1246 A.D, It 
is alleged that tho area of the Stato was gradually contracted 
by maintenance and dowry grants: the maintenance-holders 
eventually placing their grants within tho jurisdiction of 
neighbouring Chiefs. 

It is stated that the Chief of Tigiria assisted the Maratha 
Siabahdar, Chimnaji, against the Chief of Dhenkanal. In recogni- 
tion of this good service the Mar&thas are said to have granted 
to Raja Sankarsan a sanad conferring on him tho title of Maha- 
patra and declaring that the tribute then paid by him should 
remain unchanged. They further declared that the Raja when- 
ever he went on a journey should be accompanied by men and 
elephants with a black flag, drum, bugle, &c., and the Chief 
observes this custom to the present day. The Chief of Tigiria 
assisted the Raja of Orissa in defeating the rebellious Chief of 
Banpur. 
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Ono of the Ohiefs, Jagann4th Champati Singh, assisted the 

Raja of Orissa against the Raj& of Dompari and was rewarded 
with the service of Bara Parichha in the temple of Jagannath 
at Puri, a privilege which the family enjoys in perpetuity. The 
name Tigiria is apparently a corruption of Tiigiri or “ three 
hills”: another derivation assigns the name of the State from 
the fact of its having consisted of three divisions defended by 
three forts (tri yarh). Extensive domains were carved out of this 
State by neighbouring Chiefs in the time of the Marathas. 
The Chief claims to be of the Kshattriya caste ; his emblem of 
signature is the Five Weapons ‘sastra pancha). 

Tas The population increased from 20,546 in 1891 to 22,625 in 

PEOPLE, 1901; it is contained in 102 villages. Tigiria, though the small- 
est, is the most densely peopled of the Orissa States, supporting a 
population of 492 to the square mile. Hindus number 22,184, 
The most numerous caste is the Chasa (7,000); and next to 
them rank the Pans (1,694). The total population is classified as 
follows :~-Hindus—males, 10,971, females, 11,2138, the Hindus 
thus form 98°05 per cent. of the population, proportion of males in 
total Hindus, 49°5 per cent.: Musalmans—males, 218, females, 
223, forming 19 per cent. of the population, proportion of males 
in total Musalmans 49°4 per cent. There are no Christians in Lhe 
State. The percentage of literates to the total populationis 4:8. 
Averages—the number of villages per square mile, is 2°2; houses 
per village, 46°95; porsons per village, 221; houses per square 
mile, 104 ; persons per house, 47. The 102 villages in the State 
are classified as follows :—94 with less than five hundred inhabit. 
ants, 5 with from five hundred to a thousand, 2 with from one to 
two thousand, and 1 with from two to five thousand. The 
people are well-to-do. 

Puputo There is no charitable dispensary in the State and the people 

aaaitH, attend at the Government dispensary at Bankion the opposite 
bank of the Mah&nadi to which the Chief makes a small aubscrip- 
tion. There is, however, 8 medical hall at the headquarters for 
the supply of country medicines. Vaccination is carried on 
by licensed vaccinators trained at the Cuttack Medical School : 
vaccination is very backward, and in 1907-08 there were only 
129 oases of primary vaccination and no case of revaccination. 

Aoziont- The State is highly cultivated and besides the usual coarse 

yumm == riog and grains, produces excellent crops of oil-seeds, sugarcane, to- 
beooo and cotton: the State has, however, msde no attempt 
to introduce improved seed grain or new varieties of crops. 

Rarra, Rents are very low as compared with those prevailing in the 

Wem: neighbourhood. The average rate per acre for first, second 

Petes. 


